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Masoud Farkhondeh Kish

we do not have a data

bank for researching

what are the ob-
jectives of holding
these workshops?
we have to improve
our documentary
makers’ knowledge.
The young docu-
mentary makers
should be moti-
vated to include re-
search some budget
for the research in
their works. This
year’s workshops
are classified into
three groups:

The first workshop
is “documentary
and anthropology” by Dr. Jalal aldin Rafifar, anthro-
pologist in Tehran University. The second workshop

is “constructing in stage, constructing on stage” by

Mr. Mohammad Reza Ha’eri. The third workshop is
about the interactive relationship between media and

Research section in our country

is weak and poor, it lacks enough
budgeting. You don’t have to be

a professional to understand that
research investments are ignored
in the yearly budgeting of our
country. This poverty is doubled
when it comes to documentary
industry, very isolated in our
country. Research section of Center
for Expanding Experimental and
Documentary Cinema, holds three
workshops on research, beside the
Cinema-Truth Festival. We have
interviewed Masoud Farkhondeh
Kish deputy of Center for Expand-
ing Experimental and Documentary
Cinema who runs these workshops.

documentary by Mr. Ahmad Mir Abedini, professor of
communication management.

You mentioned the importance of research in
documentary making, why some of our documentary
makers are basically ignorant about research?

I think the most significant reason is financial prob-
lems. Financial problems force the film makers to
omit research expenses. The other reason is that our
documentary makers do not know the methodology of
research indeed.

Some of the documentary makers have problems
accessing the required documents, especially in cul-
tural inheritance organizations. These organizations
won’t let them access these documents. Have taken
any measures to remove this problem?
Unfortunately this is a significant issue. Some of these
organizations hardly let their documents accessible for
research or use. | think we should have a data bank to
remove this problem. Therefore, we have made some
connections with Carpet Organizations, Municipality
Information department, etc. Consequently, Munici-
pality and Astan-e-Ghods Razavi have promised to
cooperate with us.

Documentary Makers Evaluate Cinema-Truth Festival:

Amateur Documentaries
Change into Professional

While many of the documentary makers emphasize on
the fact that having festivals similar to Cinema-Truth
Festivals is a great help to improve documentary indus-
try , one of the main problems which still remains is
lack of investors and producers who can change amateur
documentaries into professionals which can be per-
formed publically.

The Center for Experimental and Documentary Cinema
in Ministry Of Islamic Culture And Guidance, visual and
audio deputy, holds the third international cinema-truth
festival, with an approach to enhance and support the
national and creative cinema, preserving eastern and
oriental, Iranian and religious identity, presenting and
reviving Iranian- Islamic culture and history, showing the
keen similarity between documentary, reality, and truth,
introducing modern methods and technology to the
local documentary makers and an attempt to produce
common documentaries with international organiza-
tions, and international performance of documentaries.
In fact, this Festival is the most specialized and profes-
sional means of documentary industry in Iran and it is
well-favored among documentary experts. It is a great
opportunity to present documentaries which either did
not have a chance to be presented or would be present-
ed dispersedly. Some of the documentary makers were
interviewed on the impact of Cinema-Truth Festival to
improve documentary industry.

Mohammad Reza Aslani: A Way Of Building A Systematic
Industry

)

The Third International Cinema-Truth Festival with the
motto “documentary cinema, for everyone” has tried to
generalize the audience type, Mohammad Reza Aslani, an
old hand in documentary industry states. He also believes
that private sector and industrial investors’ involvement
in documentary industry could be advantageous: “in Iran
about 3000 documentaries are produced yearly, however,
most of them are amateur ones. Britain is the biggest
documentary makers with about 700 productions yearly;
this is of course an official statistics, when amateur pro-
ductions included, this numbers increases.”

He continues that in Britain the documentary industry is
systematic in comparison with Iran: “in Britain documen-
taries have their own industrial budget, in contrast to
Iran. In Britain documentary is considered as a general in-
dustry with its specified investing connections. In Iran also
we should make a systematic documentary industry; one
of the ways to achieve this purpose is to have professional
Festivals. Therefore, Cinema-Truth Festival can be a good
opportunity to attract a network of investors among banks
and industries.”

Aslani believes that Cinema-Truth Festival has been
partially successful in this area:” now it is time to enter
the international events, as a powerful documentary
maker country, and consider more budgets for it.” He
concludes on the influence of Cinema-Truth Festival in our
documentary industry, “this kind of Festivals, forces films
and investors to get out of amateur fields, and introduces
private and industrial sectors.”
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| am heartsore for Iran

Festival is a celebration for documentary How did you
makers. come up with
Seyyed Javad Mir Hashemi this year at-  the idea of
tend the Festival for the first time with  the movie?

“I am heartsore for Iran”. He was nomi-  pid you know
nated as the best documentary maker in professor
Fajr Festival last year. His documentary  gqotodeh pre-
reviews life and works of Dr. Manouchehr viously?

Sotodeh, professor of Iran’s history, geog-
raphy, and literature, on the verge of his
one -hundred years.

It was a happy
chance. First |
was supposed
to make a documentary about Ghale Rood Khan. | had
referred to Dr. Sotodeh’s book. Just one day before
signing the contract | watched another documentary
with the same subject; | was astonished and refrained
from making my documentary. Then | decided to go for
the author of that book.

How long did it take to finish the documentary?
About one year and eight months. There is a variety of
visual techniques in this documentary. Tehran, Qaz-
vin, Ghale Alamout, Ghale Rood Khan, Kooshk, and
Kelardasht plus an archive picture of Shiraz. And our
excuse for this visial diversity was Dr, sotodeh who has

travelled everywhere in Iran

Are you satisfied with the final production?

My parents believe that | should invite a superstar to
play a role in a film | have worked on for about two
years! Portrait documentary is very difficult to produce.
As though, something has to happen so that it can be
watched. It is my pleasure and honor that Dr. sotodeh is
going to come and watch the documentary this Friday.
How do you think that Cinema- Truth Festival influ-
enced out documentary industry?

this is the only place where documentary is watched
specifically and professionally. We have other film Festi-
vals including Fajr, Roshd or children film festivals, but,
documentary festival is the most specialized one. It is
like a ceremony on the eve of New Year when everyone
can visit each other! Television had its own criteria and
does not show our films. Therefore here is the place to
watch documentaries and we should be careful not to
lose a chance to watch anything.

How many performances did you have?

Three or four times in Fajr Festival. And once in a uni-
versity celebration for Dr. Sotodeh. My next subject will
be Porfessor Bastani Palizi.

| am delighted that my film
is finally being watched

Teflise treasury is going to be shown in  Why did you
channel one in no time. Saeed Naabi choose labors

and some other directors have made as the sub-

this film. He has directed many docu-  ject of your
mentaries so far, including Anzali Pond  qocumen-

and Iranian Tribes. He has won many tary? There are
international prizes as well. many docu-

mentaries with the same subject?

Poverty line has a humanitarian subject in a labor
domain. | tried to change my point of view and to
enter the world of this social class. | felt that | owe
something to this labor class and | wanted to repay!
Especially because still feel that documentary industry
owes a lot to them.

you have chosen a specific group of labors. Shoe

specialized Association, why?

we have made this film for the Shoe specialized As-
sociation and Artistic Domain, but when we started
we encountered the real labor classes’ problems. Both
shoe association and Artistic domain refrained from
cooperation. We had problems to present the film for
about one year. | am really delighted my film is being
watched after such a long time in this Festival.

Did you have a prepared script or you completed it
during filming?

Script was the only thing we tried to preserve while
filming. | had prepared the script with Seyed Naser
Hashemi and Hassan Mahmoudi. Of course we changed
part of the script due to its being very introvert.
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