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CINEMA

VERITE

An interview with Mohammad Afarideh

You have to take the plunge to

make progress

You believe that
Iran’s documen-

It is a tradition to ask the Festi-
val’s director about the problems
and approaches in holding the tary industry has
Festival; however, when it comes reached a high

to Cinema-Truth Festival, this tra- |evel; in which it
dition changes. For, Cinema-Truth ghould seek more
Festival is not a usual Festival; and more audience.
it is refuge place for the docu- What has been done
mentary makers, in which they to meet the require-
can express their problems and ments, let’s say, in
grievances. Therefore, this inter- . »
view is about these expectations, subject, Productlon,
complaint, and problems. ::genghc perform-

Ramak Sobhi

We have to be op-
timistic people; otherwise, we can not and could not
achieve many things right now. For instance, about
3000documentaries are produced each year. In this
center for experimental and documentary films, about
27 first or second films of directors have been support-
ed. Therefore, we tried to improve production domain,
this has led to opening many closed doors.
Exactly and therefore, an important criticism is this
huge amount of production while there is not any
means of performing or supporting them.
Because we had to take the plunge, and each of these
productions could lead to removing a restriction.
Therefore, we made some contacts to cultural and
artistic centers of municipality to help us perform and
show the popular festival documentaries.
Do you have any estimation of this potential audi-
ence of documentary cinema? Have you done any
researches?
Documentary cinema has always been under the heavy
shadow of other cinematic genres; documentary
cinema has been damaged a lot under this shadow. If
cinema industry is in a good potion, then documentary
may be welcome, otherwise it is ignored. We have
attempted to remove these shadows. Many of universi-
ties around the world teach by the help of documen-
taries, while we still use blackboards. Technical and
engineering colleges in Iran may have a Hollywood
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archive rather than a documentary and scientific film
archive! Therefore, we have tried to recognize our
audience and their needs.

Social documentary cinema is more popular around
the world. It is bitter and critical, and notices
incongruities in society. To what extend our cinema
and authorities are prepared to accept this kind of
documentaries?

Documentary cinema is similar to guiding people to do
good deeds and preventing them from wrong doings.
This is a both a good and bad, there is questioning and
truth-seeking in its essence.

Cinema-Truth Festival is not merely a festival for
documentary makers. They expect you to be a com-
municative bridge between them and industrial,
educational, and scientific sectors. Have you done
anything in these domains?

we have signed two contracts with National Carpet
Center and also Business Development Organization.
Besides, we have come to some agreements with
Ibn-Sina Research Center to produce scientific docu-
mentaries. Yet, we have had problems contacting the
industrial sector. But, we hope to make progress in this
field as well.

You constantly emphasize on the significant and im-
pact of our documentary. Do you really believe that
our documentary cinema is capable of such praise?
Sometimes we have to exaggerate to save some of
our possibilities and potentials. Of course, there is
certainly something behind; we have to preserve this
young tree to become a fruitful one. Then we can
analyze its weaknesses.

As for the last question, this year some documentary
makers refrained from participating in this Festival.
What do you think of their reaction?

| believe that these people have had their own worries
and their own criticism to put forward. However, |
think that sanctioning a friendly domain prevents us
from improving and making progress. At the same time
| try to cooperate with this group.
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