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CINEMA

VERITE

Keivan Ali Mohammad:

to accept the actor’s comments

is more influential.

These two directors had already Mr. Ali Moham-
won many prizes for their films; this madi why did
year they have brought The Night’s You choose alze-
Dark Sky with a scientific-medical ~ imer disease?

subject and featuring famous cin- ~ When Mr. Bonak-
ema actors. dra and | were

working on Day
and Night we designed a character who suffers from
alzeimer. We did some researches. Then we came to
the fact that what we know about alzeimer is different
from what it really is. Therefore, we decided to share
our experience with the audience.
You have chosen professional actors in your docu-
mentary. Do you think it helps your film to become
more popular?

Mahmoud Rahmani:

The Night’s Dark Sky was a part of trilogy we had
made before. In this film Masoud Raygan and Soheila
Rzavi are reading a stores name “The Night’s Dark
Sky”, and there are some other actresses’ voices.
Some other medical and scientific information are ex-
pressed by doctors to make it more authentic. Howev-
er, it could make the whole film boring, so we tried to
convey our message through the familiar and famous
faces whose words people may accept easily.

Do you prefer to work in documentary or fictional
domain?

Mr. Bonakdar and | favor these two equally. Based on
personal and internal needs sometimes we choose
documentary, sometimes fictional cinema.

Even Sun Light Does Not Reach My Land

The story of Karoon Damn3 near Why did you

Izeh which was refilled in 2005 is choose Karoon
the story of My Mother, Oak, a new  pamn 3 and its
documentary by Mahmou Rahmani,  peing refilled as
which is narrated from Asad’s the subject of
point of , one of the refuges of the your documen-
incident. Rahmani has been awarded tary?

the special prize of Jury in the fist | 3m originally
Cinema-Truth Festival. from south of Iran

and | know the region; destruction of so many oak trees
was one of my worries and concerns.

Refilling this damn raised many objections among
Cultural Inheritance experts, Environmentalists, and
sociologist. Which aspects of these objections did you
survey in your documentary?

Look at all of the impacts of these events on the lives

of that region ; the people whose land is occupied hope
that it will become free one day, or people whose land is
destroyed in an earthquake hope that they will rebuild it
one day, but my land was lost, even sun light will never
reach it again. My main concern was an environmental

damage; the identity of the people who lost their land,
memories, and properties there; those villagers had to
immigrate to a suburb, a challenging change in their
style of life. Nowadays, many of the dams are being de-
stroyed before the end of their useful period; however,
it is not the case in Iran. Disadvantages of dams in Iran
are more than their advantages. Authorities say that
they will establish 170 new dams, this means loss of
many more lives and ecosystem.

Regarding the present situation of documentary
cinema, what do you think is the best means of es-
tablishing communication between the audience and
documentary productions?

In a normal situation the answer is one word: Televi-
sion. However, there so many restrictions and red lines
in our television that documentary makers do not even
think of working with television. While allover the world
television is the major means if documentaries’ survival.
Documentary in our television is often ignored; it should
be produced with lowest expenses; all of this means that
documentary is not valued in Iran.
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