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Soosan Bayani:

Amir Naderi’s mere name is
enough to initiate curiosity

Soosan Bayani director of Why did you choose
documentaries such as, Look @ documentary by
at Me, Person Who Yawns in a Naderi to make your
Yellow Nightmare, and More ~ ©Wn documentary?
Or Less, has a documentary ~ SOme time ago a-

in the present Festival about ~documentary series
one Amir Naderi’s movies on  about Revolution was

Islamic Revolution. supposed to be made
for Iran’s National

Television. There many limitations to choose from an
incomplete archive. | chose Mr. Nader’s documentary
which one of the few montage films. His name is
tempting to make film on his works.

When did you watch “In quest of” for the first time,
and what was your reaction?

| watched it for the first time before starting my own
documentary, | thought that t it is a long movie and at
times it becomes boring; however, the director has an
artistic point of view in recording the events; all the
plans and frames are scrutinized.

Which aspect of this film did you focus on in your
own documentary, its cinematic aspect or its his-
torical aspect?

Mostly | focused on its documentation and historical
features. However, it is an artistic film for its time.
Did you have any plans to interview Mr. Naderi

Toraj Rabbani:

about his film?

Yes, | did. However, | could not interview him, be-
cause he is living abroad; besides, his special charac-
teristics makes it difficult to have an interview with
him. Then, | thought that he is present everywhere

in his film, so there is no need to interview him in my
documentary.

How do you think Cinema-Truth Festival has influ-
enced our documentary cinema during the last two
times?

It is a little soon to talk about its influences on our
documentary in general. However, it is a happy event,
one of those rare ones in Iran.

In spite of the inappropriate condition of documen-
tary in Iran and the fact that for example Television
is unwilling to show documentaries; documentary
makers continue their works hopefully, why?

I am not as optimistic as you are. The number of
documentaries made in Iran is related to character-
istics of Iranian society, nothing else; A young and
confused generation who tries to enter every area to
find its way. In contrast to your examples, | have many
friends who do not make documentaries anymore. |
have made a documentary for Television and it has
been censored terribly; fining an investor is also a big
problem. Therefore, | am not optimistic of the results.

| am optimistic for the future
of our documentary cinema

Before talking
about your docu-
mentary, | wanted

The Unfinished Picture, Bahman
Jalali irected by Toraj Rabbani
and Amid Rashedi won the best
long documentary award in the ~ to know about your
27th . it is about the life and impression of Cin-
works of Bahman Jalali, the well- ema-Truth Festival
known photographer. What aspect and its influence
of Jalali’s life is emphasized in on our documen-
this documentary? Totaj Rabbani  tary cinema?
replies some of these questions. In a normal situa-
tion | should say, it
is a very significant
event. However, | should evaluate it as a fortune and
also a misfortune. It is a good chance for the documen-
tary makers to present their movies in this Festival; at
that same time unfortunately our film makers do not
have any other places to present their works except
Festival. Such kind of Festivals should be a means of
developing the documentaries, while the directors’ goal
is to present at least one or two films in Festivals.
Regarding the great number f new documentary mak-
ers, do you think that we are entering a new era?
| don’t think so; however, | am very optimistic towards
future. We can not say that we have entered a new era
as far as we are still limited by the censorship; besides
we don’t have the required equipment. There is not any

=

private investors and governmental investors are hard to
find and harder to work with.

In such a bad financial situation how did you supply
your film’s financial recourses?

It was a personal investment; there was not any private
or public investor except myself.

In spite of all of these problems, does any motivation
remain to continue?

Let me clarify a point; everything goes back to love. |
love documentaries. In spite of all the financial problems
we stated and we finished a film anyway. | contacted
many private and governmental investors but we came
to no agreement. Therefore, instead of accepting lim-
ited money, | thought to make an independent film. It
was my first professional film.

Tell us about the idea and subject of your documen-
tary? How did you come with it?

Mr. Jalali believes that photographs should be unfinished
and incomplete. It means that the audience should be
allowed to complete a photograph imaginarily. In fact a
good photograph is completed by an audience. Mr. Jalali
explains more about his theory in this film. Moreover, he
provides some more information about how and when
photography was considered as a significant art in Iran;
how it was changed from a practical issue to an artistic
one.
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Dr. Akhoondi:

documentary prepares the appropriate
background to accept modern technology

One of the new sections in this What was your
vear’s Festival is a medical and sci- purpose in em-
entific documentary section which ~ ploying documen-
is supported and held by the New  tary as a means
Medical Technology Ibn-e-Sina Jihad of communicat-
University; six medical and scientific ing your ideas?
documentaries are presented; best ~Cinema, specifi-
ones will be awarded. This was the cally documentary
occasion to have a digital interview cinema has great

with Dr. Akhondi through emails. ~ capability to
convey a deep

and precise aspect of various subjects. Using documen-
tary it is possible to communicate and simplify a huge
amount of information to the audience without making
them bored. As a consequence, not only scientific as-
pects of subjects, but moral, legal, and social aspects
of medical or scientific subjects could be conveyed by
the means of documentary shows.

Shirin Barghnavard:

Nobody Was Satisfied

At the End of the Season by Shirin ~ What happened
Barghnavard is a documentary about that you chose
people of south’s reactions to Khosro documentary
Sinaei’s movie “The Bride of Fire”. — and The Bride of
The Bride of Fire has a horrifying Fire?

story about southern people’s tradi- It was an inci-
tions and customs, which initiated ~ dent! Before
many different reactions, shown in  this | had made

“At the End of the Season.” short fictional
movies. This film

is categorized in “one film, one experience” collec-
tion. The producer suggested a list of movies to make
a documentary about. None of them attracted me; |
suggested The Bride of Fire which | was influenced by a
lot. Producers accepted it, by the way.

Why did you choose The Bride of Fire?

it was a very controversial film at its time of perform-
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How documentary shows help the Research Center
achieve its goals?

As | told before it may help the public to get familiar
with complicated and modern medical technology,
therefore, it helps us to improve the public knowledge
and awareness in this domain.

Does the Research Center help any documentary
productions financially?

In all of these medical and scientific documentary
projects Ibn-e-Sina Research Center had been Partner
with Center Experimental and Documentary Develop-
ment.

Do you have any plans to perform and present these
documentaries for the public audience?

So far we have showed these medical and scientific
documentaries in may different seminars and meet-
ings. We also use them for University students and
experts.

ance, ten years ago. | believe that The Bride of Fire
has a courageous subject selection; a social issue
which analyzes tribal and ethnic issues.

How local people reacted to your film?

We had three locations. When we traveled to Ahvaz
we interviewed some local people. Almost nobody
was satisfied with the subject (The Bride of Fire); the
interesting point is that most of them had not watched
the movie itself.

How long did the filming and research take?

To make this 47 minutes documentary we did about 6
-7 months research and work project.

How do you think that Cinema-Truth Festival will
help documentary cinema to improve?

The least advantage can be that it will be a place for
all the film makers to gather and exchange ideas and
backgrounds.
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