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Rain and Bullets is the story of several Iranian military men and two
cameramen moving from a safe area to the front line of fighting ISIS,

but interesting and unexpected things happen in the film. Rain and Bullets

is a brave documentray that reminds audience of Saving Private Ryan. It’s

a very real space to see in the documentary, of course, but the point is that

the viewer may think these sequences are completely have been remade.
Even if we take this as an impossible assumption, the film has done its job
well, but we know that the film’s events really did happen. The cameramen
have been shot and the rescue operation continues in a fascinating way.
The image that has been shown of warriors since the 80s to today is often

sacred and unbelievable. But Rain and Bullets show the real image of char-

acters in Iran-lraq war.

One of the common misconceptions
among the general public is that they
think directing a documentary is like
directing a fiction film. Many times
when we say that a good documenta-
ry has a good director, we measure it
with the criteria of fiction cinema. My
personal opinion is that we are in the
wrong direction. In this sense, | pre-

fer not to use the director’s word and
instead say the author or writer for
documentary cinema. Because | be-
lieve that directing a documentary is
much bigger than that. We are work-
ing with real human being, not an ac-
tor, and this requires a very different
interaction. | mean, character-based
documentary cinema. How to shape,

promote and discover the drama of a
human situation is much more difficult
than anyone has in mind; it is the au-
thorship in documentary cinema.

It was a very special experience for
me. You've seen the film, the fact that
keeping the audience for 60 minutes
in a small space where the camera is
moving in areas 30 to 30cm, and be-
ing able to persuade the viewer not to
cut off the connection during film time
needs a special atmosphere. This film
requires a different patience. | thought
1 would have done my job if ten percent
of the audience were satisfied with the
film. And if it reaches thirty percent,
| think a miracle has happened. The
comments | received more or less from
friends and strangers were far more sat-
isfying than | imagined. The audience
will either love this movie or not at all,
there is no mediocrity.

ltWasAMiraculousMomentto See
Kiarostami’'sHouse

Meng Xi,theInternational Section’sJury Member

Nasim Ghazizadeh

Meng Xi is a young jury member
of 13th Cinema-Verite Festival who
came to Iran. The cinema educat-
ed, is a producer and director of the
Radiance Films Company based in
Beijing. Among his recent films is
“Wind City”, which is also in Inter-
national Competition of the festival.
Prior to producing, he worked as a
documentary filmmaker and later
joined a Museum of Contemporary
Art in Beijing to work as a film cu-
rator. Since 140 movie halls have
been under the supervision of the
museum and he has been the cura-
tor, he has been watching films from
around the world for five years,
from fiction and documentary to ex-
perimental and independent films.
He has also been known for recent
years as a documentary film buyer.
This is the first time Meng Xi has
traveled to Tehran and has had the
experience of attending the 13th
Iranian Documentary Film Festival
and felt honored to have been invit-
ed as a member of jury board.

“l didn’t see many documentaries

from Iran, but well, Kiarostami also
had documentaries while his fiction
films were also full of documentary
elements. He was, however, a direc-
tor who did not make fantasy films
and focused more on the realities
of contemporary Iranian society. He
also paid special attention to hu-
manistic issues, and from his films,
you could discover the reality of
Iranian society. It was through his
films that | became acquainted with
society, with people, with condi-
tions, with the lives of Iranian peo-
ple. Now that | am at the festival,
| realize that | love to watch more
and more Iranian documentaries.
Although | am currently a member
of the International Jury, | have had
the chance to watch several Iranian
films. Fortunately, yesterday was a
very special day in my life and | had
the chance to see my favorite direc-
tor’s house, where he lived for near-
ly 40 years. Even though | didn’t en-
ter it, it was very memorable for me
to see that house. The thought that
Kiarostami wrote all those scripts

in this house, made his films in this
house and now that | am standing in
that place, for me it was something
like a miraculous, cinematic mo-
ment” He said.
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OtherCountriesFeel
JealousoflranianCinema

VetonNurkollari,JuryMemberandArtDirectorof DokufestfromKosovo

Nasim Ghazizadeh

Veton Nurkollari is from Kosovo.
He is the art director of the Kosovo
Film Festival (DokuFest), which has
been held for 18 years. The festi-
val is one of the largest festivals in
Kosovo with 290 films this year, with
more than nine different screening
venues. There are many panels and
meetings in the festival, taking place
over nine days. However, the festival
looks very creative and innovative.
This is the first time the artistic di-
rector of the DokuFest has come to
Tehran and he is very happy about it.
“l knew this festival very well from
years ago. Many Iranian films have
participated in our festival and vari-
ous filmmakers have come to attend
it. Last year we had a special section
of Iranian cinema at the festival,
which, despite its small size, was
welcomed but we have shown Kia-
rostami’s works over and over again.
Of course, we have also shown the
work of documentaries such as
Mehrdad Oskouie and had his pres-
ence too. | always wanted to come
here and hopefully I'm invited this

year! In my opinion, this festival is
very organized and more important-
ly welcomed. For me, the value of a
festival is when it comes to the au-
dience, how many people come to
watch films. This is a sign of the suc-
cess of a festival.. Another impor-
tant factor that | saw at this festival
was the very strong presence of var-
ious media. I’'ve been to a lot of fes-
tivals in my life, small, big, different
countries and continents but maybe
in Cannes and Berlin is like Cine-
ma-Verite that all the different me-
dia are interested in covering a cin-
ematic event. | am totally impressed
by the audience, the filmmakers and
the films here.” He said.

“Your country’s culture is very rich
and cinema is an important part of
your culture. Iranian films show this,
too, from the streets to the country-
side. On the other hand, the number
of films produced in Iranian cinema
is very high. Many countries do not
produce one-fifth of Iranian cinema.
This is when Iran has a challenging
international situation. Then you

see three Iranian films at the same
time winning awards at IDFA, which
is amazing and a good sign. Other
countries feel deeply jealous of Ira-
nian cinema.” He continued.
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Documentary Opportunities

Finally, the 13th Cinema-Verite
Festival is ending, and tonight,
the closing ceremony will be held
and winners will be introduced.
Yesterday, alongside with the last
day of the festival, Charsou Cinema
Cineplex was hosted the Minister
of Culture and Islamic Guidance
Seyed Abbas Salehi who came to
documentary family to visit the fes-
tival venue and have friendly talks
with cineastes and medias.
Achievements of 13th Festival

The most important part of the
Minister’s talks after visiting vari-
ous parts of the Charsou Cineplex
was to report on the achievements
of this event in promoting Iranian

documentary cinema. Seyed Abbas
Salehi said: “There is a relation-
ship between the festival and the
growing atmosphere of documen-
tary cinema and there is a kind of
debt burden. The strong points
that documentary cinema expe-
rienced it during these years, can
affect other festival as well. Some
of the management initiatives and
ideas that were created this year
can be significant. The fact that we
see more professional audience
and the tickets were not free, may
have some critics, but it has made
the festival space more profession-
al and filmmakers-audience’s talks
have been more professional and

Professional Structureand Good Story;
Criteriaof Arte Channel’sSelection

Samira Nouri

Events like cultural and art festi-
vals provide a great opportunity
for those interested in the field
to connect with artists in other
countries. At Cinema-Verite Festi-
val, filmmakers also have had the
opportunity. Peter Gottchschalk
came from France Arte channel

to Iran to negotiate with Iranian
filmmakers and provide conditions
for co-productions of Iranians with
the channel.

What do you think of Cine-
ma-Verite festival. | know that
you had participated in the festi-
val before, what is the difference
between this edition and previ-
ous ones?

Yes, this is the second time | come

useful. The variety of screenings
at different times and features like
Video Libraries helped audience
to connect with the festival more
widely. This year, we also exper-
imented with pitching forums so
that we could bring ideas closer to
global markets. We also see a few
other things that go back to our
own production capacity. As there
were some good films in different
parts, although | couldn’t watch
the films because of my provin-
cial travel conditions, but people
| trust have seen the films while |
will watch the documentaries very
soon.”

In another part of his talk, Salehi
touched on the potential for new
documentary productions, saying:

to your country. | was invited
in 2015 for the first time. Cine-
ma-Verite is very interesting event
but | should tell you a point. The
meaning of Cinema-Verite should
be notified. Cinema-Verite is a
combination of cinema and reali-
ty. | think Cinema-Verite is a very
interesting and appropriate name.
Cinema-Verite is a TV format. The
name of Cinema-Verite is the sign
of reality. Paying attention to real-
ity is our task. What important in
documentary are facts. Reality is

“This year’s festival has made the
condition for several documenta-
ries to be seen publically in movie
halls, not just that the documen-
tary has only a specific audience
and no return to the economic
cycle. Documentary cinema must
also find a way to get into audiovis-
uals. The perspective we see is that
some cinemas can find space for
public screenings of these works.
Of course, not in terms of com-
mercialization, but in the sense of
being able to meet our economic
needs and in being more active in
relation to the industrial and tech-
nological fields, to narrate those
narratives with the help of their
language and find a complementa-
ry role for them.”

mostly better than the story that
engages us. The previous time |
came to Iran, | asked all to define
Cinema-Verite word for me. | real-
ized that nobody consider it. Then
| talked about it in a workshop |
had. There were many enthusiastic
people in this workshop. | under-
stood for many people the word
truth is very touching one. Howev-
er, about the difference between
2015 and 2019 festival | should say
the quality of this edition is much
higher and its growth is significant.
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