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Nationality; An Excuse For Discrimination

We have no role in where we were born. As we had no role
in our gender, we could not choose in advance whether we
wanted to be male or female. Just as we did not choose to
be German or Syrian, Iranian or Croatian. All people in the
world accept this, but they are confronted with the nation-
ality of others.

Shirin Barghnavard goes on to say such a prelude to “Invis-
ible” documentary, saying: “My experience of six years liv-
ing in Australia proved to me the role that passports play
in affirming nationality in our lives and in our judgments,
It is undeniable. During my stay in Australia, | realized that
having an Iranian or Afghan nationality could cause a lot of
discrimination and make others misjudge us. For this reason,
it has been in my mind for many years and has become even
more pronounced on my other trips to different countries.
Later, | came to Iran and lived in Iran for 12 years, but this
was never lost on me until | had the opportunity to be in
Berlin for three months. Germany, and especially the city of
Berlin, because of its immigrants, has incorporated different
nationalities, and the experience in this city could be well-in-
terpreted by others. “So it was a good opportunity to show
my 15-year-old concern in this city and present it in a short
documentary.”

FormanvsForman
Forman vs. Forman is a comprehensive
portrait of the Oscar-winning Czech di-
rector. The movie is unique for its in-
genious compilation of images drawing
on existing footage and also on hith-
erto unknown shots discovered in the
collections of friends and colleagues.
On set and in interviews the filmmaker
contemplates the notion of freedom
and its limitations. Milo$§ Forman sanc-
tioned the creators’ idea to make the
film, supported by the ARTE network,
but he himself never got to be part of
the project. Nevertheless, he is pres-
ent in the scenes taken from his movie
sets and through his reflections: in re-
cordings from the early 1980s with Véra
Chytilova and Jaromil Jire$ he discusses
freedom, creative work and the restric-
tions on both. The celebrated filmmak-
er’s autobiographical reminiscences are
narrated by his son Petr Forman.

Did that sense of remoteness, of dis-
connectedness, perhaps form him as a
storyteller? We get the opportunity to
draw parallels such as these between
Forman’s work and his personal life.
But rather than carrying out an analy-
sis, Hejna and Trestikova let the images
and outpourings—some of which are
voiced by Forman’s son Petr—speak for
themselves. The result is an intriguing
glimpse into the life of an immigrant
whose films were nominated for 31 Os-
cars, taking 13 of them home.

Since the fall of 2002, Helena Trestikova
works is a pedagogue at the documen-
tary film department and as head of
the realization workshop. In 2007, she
was for a brief time culture minister of
the Czech Republic. For her film René,
she was awarded by the European Film
Academy (EFA) the Prix Arte 2008 in the
category of the documentary.
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MagicRealismandTheLife of Late

SouthernMusician

AnlInterviewwithKamranHaydari, Directorof“None ofYour
Business” Thatls TheLife Story of Ebrahim Monsefi

few years ago, a film about the life of Ingrid Bergman, a famous Swedish
Aactress, was screened at Cinema-Verite festival, which narrated the first
person narrative of her life. At first glance, “None of Your Business” is a film
about Bandar Abbas, but it’s only a matter of minutes before you realize it has a
same narrative with that; this documentary is about one of the most important
artists in Iranian history. The film begins with a beautiful long shot from Bandar
Abbas, which ironically depicts high-rise buildings in the city, and the narrator’s
voice who is Ebrahim Monsefi that leads us to old rooms and houses. The narra-
tor walks through past with a poetic rhythm. Kamran Haydari, who shone with
his previous films at prestigious international film festivals, is now trying to get
away from the sheer reality of his past docs and paint an extraordinary atmos-

phere with a new form.

Ebrahim Monsefi is the magnificent
joint point of modern western music
and Iranian folklore music. Southern
people feel he is one of them while he
passed away many years ago. Many
people who knows his songs sing his
songs with guitars in streets like Lati-
nos.

You documented controversial issues
in your two previous films, “My Name
Is Negahdar Jamali and | Make West-
erns” and “Ali Aga”, both of your pre-
vious films were observer documen-
taries, how did you change your form
in this film? Interestingly, you did this
when the observer documentary is

still being made as more than 50% of
Iranian documentary cinema.

I think making your own observer
documentary is a controversial is-
sue. You are right that there are a lot
of observer documentaries is being
made in Iran and | did not want to re-
peat. The two times | made my films
in this form were enough and | want-
ed to change my space and my world.
In fact, the subject and the character |
created for the film do not require me
to make it an observer. It is an intel-
lectual, modern songwriter, living in a
humanistic atmosphere. In my opin-
ion, and without any exaggeration,
Ebrahim Monsefi is the best song-
writer in the history of Iran. However,
| had a special devotion to him but |
did not put it in the film, | just made it
with respect to him.

TheMulti-YearChallenge Called Nationality

AnInterviewwith ShirinBarghnavardabout“Invisible”
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SaraShemirani

d{The Berlin Wall is a symbol.
This is a symbol that is going
to speak about the concept of
separation and boundary. “This
is the statement from Shirin
Barghnavard, the director of the
documentary “Invisible”, which
participate in 13th Cinema-Ver-
ite. The director, who turned
his 15-year-old concern into a
27-minute film, and has made it
to audiences around the world.
“Invisible” is a critique of the
emphasis on the word national-
ity and its relevance to human
identity. An abstract concept
that may be difficult to tell in
the language of the cinema but
Shirin Barghnavard has done it
well.
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YoungMinister’sPromiseTo
YoungDocumentarists

Mohammad Javad Azari Jahromi, the
young Minister of Information and Com-
munications Technology, was yesterday
evening watched a documentary on
the Entrepreneurial Section of the 13th
Cinema-Verite Festival with his family in
Charsou Cineplex. The “Dream of Water”
was a documentary that Azeri Jahromi
watched it with her wife and child. How-
ever, this was an opportunity to make a
promise to the documentarists present
at the Cinema-Verite festival.

We Have Program for Supporting Docu-
mentarists

“We support documentaries on issues
related to the Ministry of Information
and Communications Technology was
the most important promise that young
minister made in documentarists’ sup-
per ceremony to implement their ide-
as. Azari Jahromi, who also signed the
poster of the 13th Festival, said of his
promise: “Part of our job is to promote
a startup culture and provide a platform
for digital economic development. The
information technology organization has
been involved in the good documentary
we watched today; “Water Dream” and
we plan to participate in future docu-

mentaries to have good effects. The Min-
ister emphasized:” We plan to support
documentaries which are made in this
field. Supporting Cinema-Verite festival
is also defined in this context because
here is the main platform for screening
these documentaries.”

Youth! Don’t be disappointed

After the screening of the documentary
“Dream of Water”, Mohammad Vaezi
came on the stage and said, “I have lived
with this film for two and a half years and
| am very happy now that the Minister
is here. ... Today, Mr. Minister, without
any formalities, watched the film with
his family, and they were like you, and |
thank him and hope to come back and
watch the film because we documenta-
rists would love our films to be seen”.
Then after the minister came up the
stage and said: “Thank you Mr. Vaezi
for portraying well the efforts of Iranian
youth make great changes in people’s
lives. Muhammad is one of the startup
cells who have been able to function
very well. Mohammad is trying for oth-
er Mohammads whose lives need to be
changed. This is a matter of struggle and
the youth should not be disappointed. “

Cinema-VeriteFestival

IsVeryMature

AninterviewwithCsillaKato,from

AstraFilmFestival

Csilla Kato is from Ro-
mania, she came from
Astra Documentary Film
Festival. This is her first
presence in Tehran. Their
festival is experiencing its
26th edition. Csilla is the
head of programming in
this event for last 10 years
and she has been invited
to Cinema-Verite with
Dumitru Budral, the Astra
Festival Director. She was
working in film produc-
tion previously, but now
she totally works on the
festival.

Have been familiar with
Iranian Cinema before
coming to the festival?
Yes, we received submis-
sions from Iran like all
over the world for our
festival because Astra
is an international fes-
tival. Actually, before |
came, we have archive
all the Iranian films also
interesting experience to
watch them. | also have
many scenes from Ira-
nian cinema in my head
but | couldn’t remember
the names of the direc-
tors, because for twenty
years is really hard to re-
member while | can recall
some scenes and story
of them but | still could
remember the two film
which won awards during
these years in our festival.
What does make Iranian
cinema special for you?
Of course, | know there
is a very specific and nice
tradition in Iranian cine-
ma. | knew it from my film
studies and | never kind
of went to it very deep-
ly. However, from the
films which we received
and also to the two films
awarded in our festival, |
can say that Iranian doc-
umentaries has specific
way of making which is
related not just to the
topics- which they are
very different- but some-
times because of their ap-
proach and this is appre-
ciated for me.

you to pursue Iranian cin-
ema more than before.
For sure, it will. Program-
ming and curating docu-
mentary films in general
requires to know the real-
ity. In this scenes, curating
documentary films means
curating reality so it is
very necessary if it is pos-
sible for us to travel and
get much more out of the
specific human reality;
for example the Iranian
society even if not even,
a week because it is not
enough but for me. | can
tell you something that
happened for me dur-
ing last two days. | have
to wear scarf because of
the Islamic rules and | re-
ceived very positive vibes
and effects like it makes
me sensitive to many
things that it wouldn’t be
if I didn’t wear scarf. I'm
really focused on things
like religious stuffs in pub-
lic spaces. | can show you
the photos, which | took.
I’'m sure that if | didn’t
wear scarf, | couldn’t see
many places | visited like
praying rooms around in
the public spaces. They
are not like the ones in
Western Europe but | was
without scarf there was
no chance for observing
them and | wouldn’t be
attentive. In many other
details was the same, If |
wasn’t here | couldn’t get
familiar with these simple
details of the existence
and lIranian society and
life.
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