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| Couldn’tTake My Eyes Off

tothelLeopard

AnlnterviewwithKatayounJahangiri,about
“AllAboutArezoo”whichlsOneofThe
WorthiestExperiencesinlranianWildlife

Documentary Cinema

®o HaniehDarvish

he case of Roudsar’s leopard is one of the country’s most valuable wildlife

experiences that the importance of it is because of the use of collective wis-
dom. It was one of the few cases where the capacities of veterinarians, animal
enthusiasts, wildlife specialists, and EPA officials were used to achieve the best
results. These productive collaborations have led Roudsar’s leopard to recover
its vertebral performance. Animal rearing was also good in terms of available
capacity. The animal was moved to a larger location step by step, regularly
monitored and then released. Upon release, a monitoring team in Roudsar
Environmental Department observed the animal very carefully and sensitively
for two months. Katayoun Jahangiri is concerned about the environment, and
considering that she is an environmental activist herself, she has come to the
case and made “Everything About Arezoo”. It is good to mention that she has
made 8-episode documentary named “Soul-Shelter” about animal rescuing.

When | Heard about Roudsar’s Leop-
ard

News of a leopard trapped in the vil-
lagers’ trap was heard. The leopard’s
name was Arezoo. It was a shocking
news for environmental activists, so
Katayoun Jahangiri went to the sub-
ject and companied Arezoo for more
than 11 months to go through her
treatment process. “l had a plan for a
TV show about wildlife relief and res-
cue,” Jahangiri said. At the same time
as | was in contact with the foresters,
I heard news that a wounded leopard
had been found and that it had been
sent to Tehran overnight. | thought
that the story of this leopard is very

good for a documentary but with so
much sensitivity on her, they told me
that if you wanted to do it you would
have to shoot it only by yourself. |
agreed and it was started. “All about
Arezoo” is the first episode of “Soul
Shelter “series which | am currently
editing. However, “All about Arezoo”
was made with a completely differ-
ent structure also with a different
story. The documentary is something
very different, with a specific look il-
lustrating what is happening in Iran’s
wildlife. The documentary is very
simple and looks like a report, but it
has to be seen to the end to get the
message across.

a boy running around our group.
Along with him there was always
a girl coming and going. His stami-
na to follow us every day was very
strange and, of course, fascinating
to me. As a result, | decided to talk
to him one day. | used to think
that he might like to test, but he’s
embarrassed, so | sat down and
talked to him. It took me a few
minutes to get to know Asho, and
it was at that moment that | decid-
ed to make a documentary about
him and his cousin, Pari, who was
always with him.

What was in Asho’s life that made
you put off that movie and make
documentary for the first time?
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Asho loves cinema. He watches
all the today world movies. He
and his family are nomads, but
Asho had a tablet that had all the
movies in it. When he said the
names of the films he had seen,
| was more surprised. How could
a nomadic ten-year-old boy love
cinema so much and watch all the
movies? | haven’t seen any films
that | have been working on at
the cinema for many years. Asho
dreamed of becoming an actor
and wanted to become a famous
actor in the future. | guess, the
subject was that | should not have
delayed and had to build as quick-
ly as possible.

THEJOURNEY
OFJAVIER
HERAUD

Jeavier Corcuera, the film-
maker has the deep and sor-
rowful look to his father, the
great poet Arthuro Corcu-
era, that revives his father’s
friend Javier Heraud for him.
The film is the dream of an
anarchist; a poetic film about
a poet that the director’s
childhood has passed with
his stories.

Importance of the Subject:
Javier Heraud is one of the
most important poets of Lat-
in America. The Peruvian
poet was a total anarchist. In
1963, when he was 21 years
old, he was the head of a
band who collected weapons
and went to southern Peru.
They were looking for medi-
cal instruments.

About Director:

Jeavier Corcuera is the son
of another great poet of
Latin American. His father
has been one of the closest
friends of Javier Heraud that
the documentary is about
him. He has started docu-
mentary-making since 2000
and “THE JOURNEY OF JAVI-
ER HERAUD” is his fourth
work.

About Film:

The brother’s grandson of
JAVIER HERAUD opens an ark
which is full of memories and
then he finds a story among
them. His older uncle, who
was poet and guerrilla, was
killed in 21 years old.
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TheHistoryHiddenlInsidethe Frames

AninterviewwithHassanNaghashi,the FilmmakerWholsInterested
inHistoryandFound ManyPureFindingsInThisWay

HaniehDarvish

azd is the cradle of ancient Iranian civilization, and what is better than a

documentarist who concerns about history, was born in this city. Hassan
Naghashi is an Iranian author, researcher, director and documentarist whose
films’ subjects are mostly about Yazd culture and its people also pre-Islamic
Iranian mythologies. He has produced more than 20 documentaries that could
win more than 45 awards nationally and internationally. “The Lost Frames” is
an episode of an eight-episode series featuring eight independent documenta-
ries; they are documentaries about finding forgotten or damaged documents in
Yazd. “The Lost Frames” are hidden photos in the heart of Yazd city which are
slowly being destroyed and even exploited, so they have not been seen to this
day for any reason.

StoryofANomadicLover

Anlnterviewwith JafarNajafi,Directorof“Ahso”

SaraShemirani

shois a lover. The ten-year-old lover who moves every year and takes his

love, which is the cinema and dream of acting, from one place to another.
Therefore, he directs the subject without delay, giving up all of his work in his
first experience and joins Asho for nearly a year to make a documentary of the
same name. The strange life of this ten-year-old kid is as fascinating as you see
it in a short documentary, that it won awards in Leipzig Film Festival in Germa-
ny also in IDFA in Netherlands. Jafar Najafi that has made his first documentary

says he will have a difficult way in directing after Asho because the film has
achieved so much success at the beginning. If you want to know more about
this documentary, don’t miss our conversation.

like most of your films, “The Lost
Frames” is about your city; Yazd. What
does persuade you to make film about
your hometown?

In some of my earlier works, | have
tried to make my hometown people
more aware about the city in which
they live. | was born in Yazd and went
to Yazd for filmmaking many times,
every time | was challenged in this city,
| decided to make a film and documen-
tary. This time, as | walked through the
bazaars of my city, | saw dealers selling
old photos for a modest price. In “The
Lost Frames”, | decided to make a doc-
umentary for my local TV channel, so
that people of my hometown would
know what documents and historical
illustrations they had in their homes.
How did these photos fall into the
hands of dealers?

The most important reason for this is
the immigration of households from
Yazd. With their homes vacated and
demolished, some dealers found them
and went for these archives, steal
photos, and sell them in the market
or nearby towns for a fraction of their
original price.

How long did you research for the
photos?

| researched for two years, making
people content to find a photo ar-
chive. However, | think what is in the
film is a drop in the sea and many
houses are still empty and there are
many documents that will disappear
over time. The documentary tries to
make people aware about the need to
organize these documentations, then,
they can be studies

The main character of the film,
Asho, and his family are nomads,
and they are constantly moving.
How did you get acquainted
with this family and specifical-
ly “Asho” and then decided to
make a documentary on his life?
We had gone to Kuhrang area
in Chaharmahal Bakhtiari prov-
ince for making a film. There we
were going to test the nomadic
kids at schools and use them in
the movie. While we were in the
area, we may have tested more
than 2000 children at schools
and elsewhere and put them
in front of the camera. It was
during the tests that | noticed
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RezaAbedini:

The Special Role of the International
Graphic Designer in 13th Cinema-Verite

One of the highlights of this edition of
Cinema-Verite Festival is the same artistic
management applied to different parts of
the festival. Reza Abedini, is the artistic
manager of the festival and he could make
a pleasant harmonious design among all
the visual activities of the festival. Design-
ing the festival’s poster, logo, all the visual
elements of ceremonies and events are
all under his artistic supervision.

He graduated in 1985 from the School of
Fine Arts in Tehran, majoring in graphic
design. He went on to get a second degree
and majored in painting from the Tehran
University of Art and earned a Bachelor
of Arts degree in 1992. Upon graduating
until 1993, he was the Editor of the visual
section of Sureh Monthly Magazine. In
1993, he founded Reza Abedini Studio an
independent design consultancy and art
direction studio. He has started his artis-
tic activity since 22 years old. His activity
in graphic designing including poster de-
signing, logo, and book are focusing on
typography.

His works keep a modern theme as he
blends traditional Islamic patterns, cal-
ligraphy and culture. He combines simple
illustrations with poetic typography and

elegant layouts, exploring the beauty of
the Persian language. He is also an art
critic, independent art director with Reza
Abedini Studio and the editor-in-chief
of Manzar magazine in Iran. Abedini is a
member of the Iranian Graphic Designers
Society since 1997, he was a member of
jury at several biennials throughout the
world. His name is listed in Meggs History
of Graphic Design, as one of the world’s
outstanding post digital graphic design-
ers.

Some of the spotlights of his career are
designing “logo of Independent Design-
ers’ Gallery”. Since two decades ago, he
has been known in international scenes
as the symbol of Iranian graphic design-
er while he has won lots of international
awards including 100,000-Euro award of
Prince Claus from Netherland in 2006.
Moreover, the exhibition of his works has
been held in that year (12th December
2006) in Amsterdam. In 2009 he estab-
lished Orientation Studio in Netherlands
and held an exhibition of his works in
Tehran in 2015 that was very admiring by
audience and critics. Abedini lives with his
wife and two kids in Iran, Netherlands and
Lebanon.

IranianCinemalsSo

Appreciable

AninterviewwithZlatinaRousseva,

JuryMember

This is the first time that
Zlatina Rousseva partici-
pates in Cinema-Verite in
Tehran. She came from
Millennium Documentary
Festival which is held in
Brussels, Belgium. During
last two days, she was
watching documentaries
as the jury member of
full-length documentaries
with Karol Piekarczyk and
Mehrdad Oskouei. Before
we start our interview,
she had visited Iran Film
Museum, and she was
surprised to see that.
Zlatina, have you been
familiar with Iranian doc-
umentary cinema?

This is the main reason |
am here now because al-
ways we had Iranian doc-
umentaries in our festival
and | have always liked
Iranian cinema. Howev-
er, festival can be a good
opportunity for getting
more familiar with Irani-
an cinema also speaking
and connecting with the
directors. | can say that
I’'m very very familiar with
Iranian documentary cin-
ema because we always
selected Iranian docu-
mentaries for our festival.
it is very interesting for
me that the atmosphere
of them are very human-
istic and touching, while
they are speaking about
social problems, they are
very personal too. As far
as | see, some of the Ira-
nian documentaries have
really authored personal
approaches. | don’t say
that because the reality
is what we don’t know it
very well but it is obvious
that it is very hard work.
It mustn’t be very easy
for the directors. There
is lot of personal involve-
ment for the directors to
make film. | just remem-
ber Mahmoud Rahmani’s
Molf-e Gand that was so
original film. It was amaz-
ing and expecting very
brave. It was very hard
to imagine doing such a

film. For me it was really
touching. For me Iranian
cinema is so appreciable.
Therefore, you were very
familiar with Iranian doc-
umentary cinema. How
much was Cinema-Verite
close to your expecta-
tions?

It is really hard to say in
this moment, because
we watch films as jury
members. We are a great
jury team, we have lots
of good discussions after
watching films and I'm
very glad that I’'m member
of this team. However, to-
day was the first day that
I’'m in festival venue which
is a nice place. It has a
good atmosphere and the
very positive point is that,
there are lots of spaces
for meetings. This is very
important for a festival.
You have a film festival
in Belgium, and now you
are in Tehran in a festival
which is experiencing its
13th edition. How do you
compare them?

| think every festival has
its special identity, and |
think Cinema-Verite festi-
val has its special identity.
The first difference of our
festivals is the audiences.
For example in our fes-
tival many audience are
following big production
documentaries in inter-
national section like many
other documentary festi-
vals worldwide, but here
in Cinema-Verite the big-
gest part of the festival is
allocated to Iranian cine-
ma.
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