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task, especially when you do not have
much equipment to make a docu-
mentary. Imagine crossing a steep
and difficult path to reach bearded
vulture bird, where you have no ac-
cess to anyone or anything.

“There were a lot of risks involved
in making this documentary. The
cameras we had were simple ones
and we didn’t want to use the cam-
era like the rest of the wildlife doc-
umentaries to shoot the bird, so
we needed to get very close to the
subjectin order to get good images.
There were also many wild animal
highlands. Twice as the bear and
the leopard approached our group
and were ready to attack, the story
went well. Even their film is avail-
able; their approach could lead to
an attack, of course, God has mercy
on us. By the way, we had decided
to observe the life of this bird and
we should not backtrack. That’s
why we worked so hard to make
this thirty minute documentary.”
Ali Ahmadi Says.

Life Goes On

The life story of bearded vulture
bird, which is one of the rare ani-
mal types in our country, becomes
a documentary’s main subject by a
group of Iranian documentarists.
The film could be longer and not
limited to just 30 minutes. The di-
rector talks about the time dura-
tion of “Above the Lofty Rocks”:
The movie file is not closed for me.
Even though the shooting was over
in 2017, | was so curious that | went
to the bird next year, but | didn’t

different from the mythical heroes
who go through strange stages in
life. Mythical heroes are far from
ordinary people, but our hero is
one of the people herself.

There is a weakness in our cine-
ma and it is the loss of a hero. It
should be noted that the hero is
the instrument of hope. In my
opinion, documentary cinema is
still remained better, and docu-
mentaries did better in this way.
The heroine of documentary cine-
ma injects energy and motivation
to its audience, but fiction cinema
has a poor performance in this re-
gard, while society is full of heroes
who can energize the intellectual
and spiritual space.

find it in its nest. | read later in var-
ious scientific articles that this bird
goes to her nest every two years
and mates there. Therefore, | went
again this year and saw the bird has
come back. Now, with all the risks
involved, we’re going to go back
there in winter and document its
mating and laying; a documentary
that can complete “Over the Lofty
Rocks” and give audience more
information. Part of the documen-
tary that screens in the festival this
year is about the hardships of the
team that endangered themselves
to find out information about
the bird. Even though the winter
threatens to put us at greater risk,
we still decided to complete this
documentary and provide a lasting
impact.”

Making Documentary with Per-
sonal Budget

“Above the Lofty Rocks” is based
on image not narrative so audience
in whole world can communicate
with it easily. “While making the
film has lots of difficulties, | don’t
think of awards or participating in
international film festivals, | more
prefer to make more documen-
taries and be more experienced. |
should say that making a documen-
tary is still hard especially when
finding a producer is very difficult.
However, we are so glad that the
film has been made and I'm very
sure that it will be very interesting
for all those who love wildlife be-
cause it will show the new world of
the bird’s life to all. “

Heroes are the cultural drive mo-
tors in society. A society without
such energy loses its power. Un-
less we introduce the hero to the
society, we are in fact taking a part
of the culture of our society. A so-
ciety without hero is like a body
without a soul.

For the heroine of our film, there
are many terrible things happen-
ing. Each of these events in the
life of an ordinary person alone
can lead to a big failure, but our
hero made bridges of these fail-
ure to move on to the next stage.
Once she loses everything and re-
builds from zero again. She treats
everything with her maternal
state. It is a support for her family.

Directors: Ljubomir Stefanov, Tama-
ra Kotevska

Country: Macedonia

Year: 2019

Time Duration: 85min

HONEYLAND

There is some kind of slowness and
Indifference in this anthropological
documentary. It is a calm film without
judgement, whose content is glorified
by geography and its character enjoys
alone. Because of this reason, the
slow rhythm of the narrative becomes
attractive and injects the structure
of nature into its audience gradual-
ly. When you succeed in embracing
the film with open arms, you will be
fascinated by it. It’s a lovely movie
made with love. The early minutes of
the film are startling; an exotic and
whimsical minutes full of beauties of
human and nature. At those moments
you see so much rural glory that you
feel that an art director has designed
them.

Importance of the Subject:
Anthropological documentaries have
been important type of documenta-
ry from the beginning, but in recent
years, and in documentaries such
Honeyland, the way of viewing and
point of view has been changed dra-
matically. This is a film that uses life
in an abundant village to show you
a new perspective of life. The expe-
riences of the main character of the
film make sense for everyone even for
those who live miles away. “Honey-
land” can be both an anthropological
documentary and a documentary on
nature and its relationship with man.
You can study both fields by watching
the documentary.

About Director:

Tamara Kotevska started her career by
making short films in 2000s. The first
film she both wrote and directed was
“Open Arms” (2015). In 2019, while
she directed “Honeyland” documen-
tary, she made two more short films.
She has won several awards with her
short record that most of them are re-
lated to the documentary, and a few
for the short film “Games”.

In career of Ljubomir Stefanov two
films are seen; “Apple Lake” and
“Noisy Neighbors”.

About Film:

The film is the story of the last female
bee hunter who still lives in Europe.
After the bee nomads invade her and
threaten her land and life, she must
rescue her bees and restore natural
balance to the honeyland. She lives in
a far village in a Balkan region; where
there are still no basic facilities such as
electricity or water supply. The wom-
an, with her instinctive intelligence
and, of course, her kindness, manages
to make things right and puts them on
right track.
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Luck BirdonCinema-Verite’sShoulders
AliAhmadiZarrinKalaei Talksabout“Abovethe LoftyRocks”

:. SaraShemirani

he film synopsis is very short. The main subject of the documentary “Above
the Lofty Rocks” is about bearded vulture bird; a bird that is one of the
biggest birds in the world according to the director’s words and its generation

is going to be extinct.

Because of all narratives and poems
about the bird, also his personal in-
terest, Ali Ahmadi Zarrin Kalaei en-
couraged making a documentary
about bearded vulture bird, a luck

bird that in myths, if it sat on the
shoulders of someone, the man be-
came the king of the city. Now, the gi-
gantic bird became the main subject
of a documentary in 30 minutes that

participates in 13th Cinema-Verite
with great efforts that was allocated
for making it. Ali Ahmadi Zarrin Kalaei
talked about “Above the Lofty Rocks”
documentary.

Continuous Search for Finding Ira-
nian bearded vulture bird for Two
Years

Five years ago, the spark of mak-
ing this film was set, when beard-
ed vulture bird became a mystery
to all environmentalists; large bird
that was seen only during flight and
was inaccessible in wildlife. “When
we decided to make a documentary
about bearded vulture bird, we had
to find the nest first,” says Ali Ahma-
di. “Finding the bird’s nest was not an
easy task given its rarity in the coun-
try, so we searched for the nest from
2014 to 2016. Finally, we found it on
lofty rocks. A rock that even moun-
taineers could hardly climb, but we
had to climb it several times to make
our documentary and sometimes go
back empty-handed. After finding
the bird’s nest, we began shooting
in 2017 and examined the bird’s life
for four months; the four months
that showed us many aspects of this
strange bird’s life.”

Wild Animals Attack during Docu-
mentary Making
Working on high cliffs is not an easy

Lady Esmat

a hero in Ahwaz.

The film is about the ups and downs of a lady who enters a
new world after a strange marriage and faces complex diffi-
culties and problems. Now, after 60 years, she has become

Society without Hero; Body without Soul

The documentary is about a hero who is appealing to au-
diences of all walks of life. Our goal in producing the film
and addressing such a subject is to create a sense of hope
and to introduce an ordinary, attainable hero among the
people themselves. The hero lives with us and is like us. It’s
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TenYearsafter
Separation

One of the most crowded sessions of
the second day of the festival was the
session 6 pm of the main movie hall
of Charsoo Cineplex; the screening of
“Scenes of a Separation” directed by
Vahid Sedaghat; it was credited by a
filmmaker that doubled curiosity to
watch the film. In this documentary,
after 10 years of making the movie “A
Separation”, new narratives and un-
seen shots of the production process
have been screened for audience,
which it was a particularly interesting
reminder for the lovers of Farhadi’s
cinema.

On the second day, “Una Primave-
ra”, coproduction of Austria, Germa-
ny and Italy, “Home Games” from
Ukraine”, “Selfie” from Spain, “What
Was Happened” from Egypt, “Spoon”
from Lithuania and Norway, “Nev-
er-Ending Fellini”, from Italy, “Dying
Village” from China, and “Bottoms
Up” from ltaly have been screened

and welcomed.

Yesterday, along with the second day
of the festival, top three films by the
audience’s votes were informed by
the Strategy Council of the festival.
Accordingly, “Gharghoban”, directed
by Fathollah Amiri and Nima Asgari,
came first. Second place went to
Katayoun Jahangiri’s “All about Are-
zo0” and “Jamileh” directed by Mo-
hammad Bagher Shahin took third.
Six jury members from Iran, Belgium,
Kosovo, China and Poland will judge
30 films of competition section from
22 countries in 13th Iran Interna-
tional Documentary Film Festival,
Cinema-Verite. Mehrdad Oskouee,
Karol Pickarzyck, Zlatine Roussova will
judge full-length documentaries of
international competition of the festi-
val. Raed Faridadeh, Veton Norkelari
and Meng Xie are also jury members
of short and half-length documenta-
ries of international competition.

AnliInterviewwithNeda

Milanova

IranianFilmsAre Pholosophical

Cinema Verite has many
international guests. They
become familiar with the
atmosphere of Iranian
documentary also coop-
eration ways for working
in the world of cinema.
Neda Milanova from Bul-
garia is one of the inter-
national guests of 13th
Cinema-Verite. She par-
ticipated in the festival
from Balkan Documenta-
ry Center. Neda Milanova
speaks about cooperation
between Iranian docu-
mentarists with Balkan
documentary movement.
How could you partici-
pate in Cinema-Verite?
Thisis the first time | came
Iran and Cinema-Verite
festival, in fact, | was invit-
ed by the festival. | came
to make cooperation with
the festival with our festi-
val in Balkan. Our center
is very eager to have
cooperation with Cine-
ma-Verite.

Can you tell us more
about your festival and
your center? What are
the sections your festival
has?

We hold two workshops
in our festival that each
of them includes three
different sections. First,
| tell you about the first
workshop. The first sec-
tion names BDC. BDC is
the abbreviation of Bal-
kan Documentary Center.
In fact, the task of this
section is about the
first step of documenta-
ry-making. In this step
which holds in Sofia city,
some activities like pitch-
ing and developing ide-
as are done. The second
section of the workshop
is held in Kosovo and the
third part is interactively
with other countries. This
section is naturally be
held in interaction with
other documentary fes-
tivals. Most years, it has
been held in Germany but

it can be held in any other
country too. The second
workshop is like the first
one, has two sections.
The first section is held
in Budapest, and is about
postproduction. In fact,
this section is about film
preparation. Our focus
is on editing in this step.
The second section in So-
fia, and the last section in
Sarajevo will be held in
Bosnia. Balkan Documen-
tary Center is the main
sponsor of Sarajevo Film
Festival which is the big
event.

So, you came to Cine-
ma-Verite for holding one
of your workshops?
Exactly, we want to select
films for our second work-
shop. Iran Documentary
Film Festival is the perfect
choice for us. We think
Cinema-Verite is a great o
festival and we are eager
to have cooperation with
it. We want to choose
limited number of Iranian
documentarists and hold
edit workshop with pres-
ence of them. We have
many ideas. One of them
is that we decide to make
a film with cooperation of
Iranian and Bulgarian di-
rectors. In this way, | will
hold DocMarket work-
shop during the festival,
and my aim is to familiar-
ize Iranian directors with
global film markets.
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