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| IKAN International|

Documentary Film Festival

IRAN International Documentary Film Festival
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How did you go for this subject in
Syria and how did you find Jamileh?
All of us know the fact that we are
living in an anxious world, and for
sure the tension in middle eastern
countries are more than other re-
gions. If we set aside political issues
and the related things | should say
that | myself am interested in socio-
logical and anthropological topics. In
my researches, | have always been
interested in humanistic subjects, so
I mostly try to follow these kinds of
subjects when Im researching. This
is very same when | was deciding to
make Jamileh. In this documentary

| tried to talk more about conse-
quences of postwar, do, when | was
researching in Syria, | faced to many
subjects with high dramatic capac-
ity of being a cinematic work, but

in this conditions, | saw a half-built
hotel that many war injured people
have been kept at there. | spoke with
many of them but Jamileh absorbed
me more. After several months,
when | returned to Syria, the hotel

had been emptied, then I looked
for Jamileh to her home and started
shooting from there.

How long did it take and when it
happened?

The documentary was the result of
three trips to Syria. | was engaged
with researching and writing in my
first two trips. In the third one, |
went to Damascus with crew. Shoot-
ing took around 40 sessions but
production took more time, espe-
cially its editing by Babak Haydari
who could add a new atmosphere to
the film.

When you work in an unknown
region culturally and geographical-
ly, making a documentary must be
harder, right?

Yes! Documentary-making is one of
the hardest and the most sensitive
works in the world but when you
believe in your subject, all difficulties
change to sweetness, that you can
see its impact even in sublayers of
your work.

Peter Gottschalk

Since 1984, he has been working

as an editor, producer, and screen-
writer on various TV channels. And
since 1996 he has been working as a
producer on Arte French television.
He has also been a frequent member
of Jury board at authentic European
film festivals.

Gunny Hyoung

He is an experienced documentarist
working in EBS Korean TV Channel.
He is one of the founders of EBS
International Documentary Festival
that has annually over 8 million
audience.
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Jennifer Deshan

She is filmmaker and producer active
in documentary cinema. Among her
distinguished works in 2018, “Dram
with Carlos Jackal”, “Putin, Godfa-
ther”, and “Hidden Face of Lehman
Brothers” that the last one has also
directed by her. The film has won the
award for Best pitch from Sunny Side
Documentary Festival and selected
in Hot Docs.

Lars Safstrom

He is documentary editor, filmmaker
and producer who is active since 70s
in the field of documentary cinema
professionally. He is the responsible
for purchase in documentary section
of Sweden National Media (SVT) in
Stockholm.

93 min. Cyprus, 2018
Director: Peter Medak
Producer: Paul Lacovou

TheGhostof
PeterSellers

The Ghost of Peter Sell-
ers directed by Peter
Medak will be screened
at 13th “Cinema Verite”
Iran International Doc-
umentary Film Festival
Portrait Section. In 1973
Peter Sellers, one of the
biggest comedy actors at
the time, embarked on
a pirate comedy for Co-
lumbia Pictures. He lost
confidence with the film
immediately and tried
to sabotage it, first fir-
ing the producers before
turning on his friend (and
the film’s young director),
Peter Medak. Despite an
illustrious career and the
passing of 43 years since
the unraveling produc-
tion, Medak is still reeling
from the disastrous ex-
perience and healing the
wounds inflicted by Sell-
ers and the film’s failure.
The Ghost of Peter Sellers
is a comic-tragic feature
doc about what it takes
to be a film director and
survive your biggest dis-
aster. Today the film will
be screened in festival
palace.

Festivals and Awards:

NYC Documentary Festi-
val, 2018

Raindance Film Festival,
2018

Beverly Hills Film Festival,
Best Documentary
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Ahmad Zabeti Jahromi and
Manouchehr Tayyab are two hon-
ors of Iranian documentary cine-
ma with their long experience.
Ahmad Zabeti Jahromi is known as
a master of Iranian documentary
cinema because of his teachings
in cinema faculties, writing tens of
books, making several documen-
taries and editing number of films.
His works have been welcomed
from Japan to Canada.

Moreover, he is well-known of his
art of editing’s teaching in Iran be-
cause of his academic researches
and books. He is a member of pro-
fessor board of IRIB faculty, docu-
mentarist, cinema author and re-
searcher, film director and editor,
merit license holder of teaching at
international colleges of radio and
television, and methodology of
film teaching.

Manouchehr Tayyab is one of the
veteran cinema researchers and
documentarists who produced
worthy research documentaries
about Iranian history, climate and
art. He is educated in architecture
from Vienna University of Technol-
ogy, Cinema and Television Direct-
ing and Set Designing from Uni-
versity of Music and Performing
Arts Vienna.

He is the writer and director of
over 90 documentaries and edu-
cational films, teacher of cinema
majors in dramatic arts faculty,
member of jury board of Tehran
International Educational Films for
Children and Young Adults, jury
member of UNESCO in interna-
tional festival of short films Cra-
cow, Poland, also jury member of
Toronto international documenta-
ry festival.

His works have won several
awards from Moscow, Vienna, Lo-
carno and Berlin.

13th Cinema Vérité will tribute the
two honors of Iranian documenta-
ry cinema in special event.

We GotClosetotheHidden
WorldofJamileh

AnlInterviewwithMohammadBagher Shahin
WhoPortraysHidden Storiesof Syrua’sWar

Hanieh Darvish

is Malekiyeh was a shocking story of men’s massacre in a Malekiyeh village
H in Syria. It win the best award of short documentary in international sec-
tion in Cinema-Vérité in 2015, it also won the best prize as the best film of hu-
man’s right in Berlin Short Film Festival. However, bitter events of Syria didn’t
leave him alone and called him again. Jamileh is about a mother whose eyes
have been taken by war. Blindness and mental diseases are the memoirs of the
war that its bullets can be seen and felt. Jamileh has her own hidden world and
Mohammad Bagher Shahin is interested in these hidden dimensions. Jamileh is
the representative of innocent humans who have injured during wars.

Special Guestsof
International Section of
13thCinema-Verite

mong number of international guest who travel Tehran for 13th Iran

International Documentary Cinema- Cinema-Verite, there are eight
international special guests as producer, CEOs of filmmaking institutes, film
marketers,...then Iranian selected documentarists will present their ideas to
them, also participate in their workshops.

Ove Rishoj Jensen
Documentary producer and advisor,
marketing manager; he has over 15
years’ experience in international
documentary market; also he has
held workshops and lectures in
many authentic international film
festivals. From 2003 to 2019, he has
been working with EDN (European
Documentary Network) as producer
and planner.

Christian Falch

He is documentary producer and
works for Norwegian UpNorth Film
company. Since 2003, he profession-
ally works as film producer. He is
member of “AND” and member of
chief board of Midnorwegian Film
Center.

Bram Crols

He is educated in directing and
producing from Royal Institute of
Theatre, and Cinema and European
Film College in Denmark. His films
have won awards at prestigious fes-
tivals such as Sundance, Berlin, Hot
Docs, Idaho and Leipzig. Since 2019,
he started teaching at AP Antwerp
University in the field of film and
journalism.

Ken Ichi Imamura

Since 1983, he has worked in NHK
in Japan. From 2009 to 2012 he was
the responsible for purchase for
“World Documentary” program. He
is one of the founders of Tokyo Docs
Documentary Festival.
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Alber lamorisse

wind lover

“+449+4 Documentary Film Festival

ADistinguished
Opening

Today, Monday 9th December, the
main movie hall of Charsoo Cineplex
has been the host of opening ceremo-
ny of the 13th Iran International Docu-
mentary Festival, Cinema-Vérite.

In this ceremony which was held with
companionship of Iran National Film
Library, also with presence of Mas-
ter Manouchehr Anvar, some unseen
roughs and behind-the-scenes shots
of “The Lovers’ Wind” by Albert Lam-
orisse was screened for the audience.
The opening ceremony if this edition
of the festival was held with presence
of veterans of Iranian documentary

cinema like Master Manouchehr Tayy-
ab, Mohammad Reza Aslani, Kamran
Shirdel, Ahmad Zabeti Jahromi, Mo-
hammad Tahaminezhad, Hossein Tora-
bi, members of strategy council of the
festival; documentarists of different
sections, media responsible and jour-
nalists, also documentary goers..

It was a magnificent start for a great
week gathering for all those who in
love with Iranian documentary cin-
ema. 13th Iran International Docu-
mentary Festival, Cinema-Vérité will
be held for a week in six sessions from

10:30 am to 24 pm.

Aninterviewwith
MohammadHamidi
Moghaddam,DEFC’s

Manager

It’s Time for Reformation
Mohammad Hamidi
Moghaddam is an expe-
rienced TV producer. He
has entered to the man-
agement section of Iran
documentary cinema
out of the governmental
circle, but he has tried
to upraise the activities
of previous managers
instead of invention the
wheel from the begin-
ning. It is obvious that he
is eager to keep his foot-
print in DEFC while he is
not afraid of his oppo-
nents when he believes
that his decisions are on
the right track. Now, we
should wait and see the
results of his decisions in
holding the 13th festival.
However, he has decided
to listen to constructive
criticism and ignore side
stories.

During last 15 vyears,
you always have been
active in the mainstream
of documentary cinema.
Now you came to DEFC
as a non-governmental
manager. | want to know
how much you change
the structure of DEFC,
especially in the way of
holding the festival, |
mean the reforms?
Holding the festival de-
pends on your experi-
ence and your ideas to an
event. Like many other
cultural, sport events we
have in Iran, having a film
festival has an imported
pattern. Its forming, its
schedule, its awards as
same as cinema itself, is
an imported issue in our
country. Some countries
could reach to a standard
after many years of expe-
riencing it, while it is not
a complicated problem.

However, as a manager, |
had seen the better and
less-problematic  types
of documentary festivals
during all these years, so
| tried to eliminate them
from ours. As a spectator,
you cannot change the
problems unless you are
a responsible. In these
conditions, | believe that
we should move toward
some changes that may-
be bring some emotion-
al, undesirable reactions
but there is no other
way. When a train wants
to move forward, must
go on without consider-
ing what is happening in
one wagon, one starts to
nag, one wants to get off,
or something like these.
The main issue is that the
train must be on the right
track for reaching its final
target. We started the
discussion with uprising
the question that “Is a
documentary festival a
general film festival? or
itis a special one?” when
we discuss emotionally,
stories like the general
audience are arising, but
when we are aware of
our limited facilities in a
festival, the main issue
is servicing to the main/
special audience. In all
the documentary festi-
vals worldwide, a festival
must be useful for the
filmmakersfirstly, then af-
ter the general audience
is important. A festival
wants to be developed
and must have facilities
for this goal. Many of the
great documentary festi-
vals like have one to two
movie halls, and then
they could open new
windows to have broad
audience.
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