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Mokammad Javad Lesani, Resnensibie for aryanizing Educational Workshops:
We put emphasis on theory of making documentary in workshops
of 5th Cinema Verite Festival

Mohammad Javad Lesani, DEFC
manager of production wha is
also in charge of organizing
Educational Workshops in Sth
Cinama Werite Festival balks
with Daily Bullatin of the festi-
val on guality of holding such
workshops as you riad:

How long does do workshaps
last and which professors are
invitad to hold the class?

The warkshops hold far thras
days from Bth to 10th Movomber
and we have ifvited foreign mas-
lers to heve & glozal attitude, On
the first day, Tuesday, Khalid Mosos
fram Tunisla and Mohammad Reza
lglarrlo, Tranian Cocumeantary film-
malker talke abaut the "Criss Doou-

“18Daysin Egypt”is the name
of a documaentary screened
in many intarnational festi-
vals last year and narrates rha
BVENLE in Egyptian Revolubion.
Ahmad and Ramadan Salah
have directed the documentary
and now they are present in
Cinema Verite Festival.

Hera iz the interview with the
filmmaker brothers about their
movie and familianty with Ira-
nian paopis;

Howr did you begin your work?
When did vou decida to makie a
mavie sbout Egyplian Revolu-
tion?

Ravalition i1 BEgypt came to ox-
IEtEnce via 2 short messange in F3-
cehuck, It invited the young peo-
ple to protest in streels on 25th of
January, while three days later all
around the Egypt were in protest
again Hosai Muberak. We Had be-
gun shogting since 25th of Januarny,
but it wag n 28 that we found

mentary™ On the seooml day, 9t
of Movember, Makammac Tahami
Mejad and Manouchehr Moshixl arc
gaing te teach aad will talk about
thaories of "Partrait Documentary”
and 115 practical evidences. The
warkshop ar the third day will be
wllovatad to Leila Panica, Univer-
sity profizssor from Bosnia and aiso
Seyed AShmad Mahll Tobatazaiz
Whe will talk about the position of
research alameant.
How many scholars have regis-
tered this year?
In genaral, 20 yeung filmmak-
ers had applied which 40 percent
of them came frarm provinces ozher
than Tehran. Tho lacation of the
workshap is Sanie Almo k hall of At
Academy in 5eba Complex, nearto
Felestin Cinema. The 30 anplicants
gathizr i Lhe liall during the thres
days from LDam Ly 13pm and they
would be awarded Diplona at the
end of the course,
Why the theorstical subjects
are mora in focus this yoar?
Eecause ot my duty in DEFC pro-
duction enter, T fell the necessary
need of filmmakers 2 theorelicel
subjects. Most of the documentary

filmimakers who are in connection
wih the ceater acl acvording to
their awn formulas and persoal
cfforls and bieir experiences do
nat exceed 4 or 5 years. | and my
partnars rea |y felt such theorctical
nead to make mowies, sa decided
[0 allocate the workshops this vear
to krowledy:s and theory of Docu-
mentary cinema. [ should say that
the workshops will net come to end
whioty festival finishes, DEFC has a
compiled prograre for orgaiizing
expe-T workshops during the weoar
whaose details will ba annaunce |5ten
Besides inviting researcher and
theoretician professors, what
are the other programs to in-
troduce scientific matters?

There are two teachars ‘or aach

workshop, The theoretician professor
teaches his subjects along with the
wiorks Intraducad by ather rmastar of
wiorteshop who has practicyl experi-
erge, Atthe same time, the studonts
wieLld be glven written copy of the
subjects ard will sit Lo wamch the
mavie, The workshop has bilateral
mthad and etlitude ot teacher is not
yuwarning the class. The siidents can
erter Lhe debale end S2neft from its

NEREF -
Fastival Baily Bulletin Interview with Ahmad and Ramadan $alah

“It was our fortune F[I survive”

ouk the protest are serious. Than
we decided te make a movie about
CrOSS-COUMIry cermanstraticns
whirh led to & great revolution.
What was your dedsion on
the main idea? such big event
it capable of heing anakzed
fram warigus atiitudes. ¥What
was more impartant for you in
e evolubions?

The estate TV camearas wee
t=lling lie by showing A correr of
lahrir Sguare and purposely pre-
tended that there wes no pro-
test there. So it wes our duty to
shiow the truth, Ir fact, revealing
the truth that Mubarak is telling
i was our main idoa and incen-
tiwe. After the protests intensified,
we stranded in opposite corners
cf Tahdr scuare and recorded the
mait events we cbserved, Az Lhe
protests continued, som= persons
got ambush-on tap of the buildings
ovarlooking the square and shot
thinse whn were carrying carmera

arnid the population, because Mu-
barak goverarmeat was doing his
best ro récorded imagos reweal
frgm the events in Tahrr squane.
Wea lost twa cameras in the shoot-
ings and a documentary Almmaker
shot dead in the square. We are
Iucky to sundiva.

Would you tell us what really
"18 Days” wants to say abouk
the Revolution? & movie which
has been highly admired and
been shown in many festivals?
The documenta-y shows the ef-
farts by people who are sccking
freadam and wvictory, And ko my
ides, the subroct matter is won-
dorful, Such phenomencn has just
happened once Ir history of Bgypt,
a0 we tried W oshow all perimeters
in the documentary. Tn some parts
of the movie, wa show the riols
2nd presence of people in another
dred, Mustafa Mahmud Souare,
Tou came to Iran last month Eo
attend Royesh Festival. How do

tFegreticel and practical usace, We
are looking Lo discover new talents
this year and surely thoy would
under aur pratection,

What is the maln characteristic
of workshop in comparisen tg
|lask mditions?

The whole hours of the wark
shape will be rdcorded professicns
ally by one of the TW channals
Probably Channal 4 cothat it wil
ae broadcasted in the channel of
B movie-bonk of the workshoo
gets published n @ oulturel s2tand
be delivered and sald  In differ
ant cernters, The wo-kshops wers
recarded in last yea-s koo, bak it
el mot bawe high quality to 24 1o-
lemsed and published,

you see the curiosity of Iranian
people about Revolution in
Eaypt and also their conducts
with yau?

Yes; the -Rovesh Festlva and
Lingima Verite helped us to got fa-
miliar with [ranlan Documertay
Filrmmakers and $at was wonder
ful, The friends we Faced with g
all great filmmakers, The interast:
ing fact abeut lranizn peopleisthat
they, especially ald gnnemﬂi‘;rr,
know the Egyot and are aware af
the political and socizl affsirs of cur
country. "
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