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Felestin & Sepideh Theaters
Tehran 10-17 Dec 2013

The 7" CINEMA VERITE Iran International Documentary Film Festival
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Meeting with the Director of
The Traces of the Memory
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Interview with Farhad Varahram,
The Veteran of Documentary Film
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Growing Condition for
Documentary Film

We are at the vanguard of docu-
mentary cinema from different
aspects. You can see the vari-
ety of subjects and structures in
many works sent to this year’s
festival, although there are
some unqualified films. Due to
showing a limited number of
films, we faced with some limi-
tations while selecting our final
choices. On the whole, we are
nearly faced with more qualified
works and there are many great
documentary filmmakers from
different generations. Also, we
have had a significant progress
in technical aspects, because of
using new tools and methods.
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A Fruitful Day
for Review
Meetings

The review meeting of
the 2nd day was held in
Cinema Felestin yester-
day with the presence
of well-known critics
and film directors. The
main character’s exag-

gerated acting, boring
scenes and lack of chal-
lenging narrative were
the minus points criti-
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cized by Shapour Azimi,
the critic.
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The 7" CINEMA VERITE Iran International Documentary Film Festival

Tehran 10-17 Dec 2013
Felestin & Sepideh Theaters

INTERVIEW

po 0 Lol

QY oo 37 VY i gy

In the 2nd work-
shop, a book by Jean
Rouch, one of the
most famous film-
makers in the field
of ethnographic
documentary, was |
reviewed. The ses-
sion was led by Dr.
Ahmad Alasti and Dr.
Micheal Optis. In the
end, they answered
to students’ ques-
tions with patience.
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Ethnographic
Documentary

The 1* workshop was held
on the subject of ‘ethno-
graphic documentary film-
making’ in the 2™ day of
festival. The new theories
inthe case of Visual Anthro-
pology were reviewed in
two parts by the presence
of professional filmmakers.
In the 1% session the fea-
tures and characteristics of
such documentaries were
mentioned, referring to
ceremonies and rituals.
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ohamad

Afarideh, the

jury  mem-
ber of Iran’s Competition
Section, believes that the
works of this year’s festi-
val are good enough al-
together, but there is still
a long way to achieve a
favorable position. In his
view, the youth should
use more creativity while
making documentaries.
“The structures are weak
and lacks the innovative
view”, Afarideh said. He
mentioned the lack of
required training, film-
maker’s experience and
possible  management
problems as a reason for
the current issues.
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filmmaking. As a veteran filmmaker,

Varahram has been also active as

ﬂ arhad Varahram is a well-known figure in the field of documentary

photographer, producer, researcher and cinematographer. His works
have been exhibited in the Anthropology Museum of Paris, Anthropology
Museum of Vienna and many other festivals around the world. In our exclusive
interview, he expressed his view about the young generation of documentary
filmmakers. Varahram believes, “In recent years, the youth have been
grown more and more through studying and watching non-Iranian movies”.
This experienced filmmaker told, “If a filmmaker wants to work in a certain

genre, he should complete his information regarding the tools in that field”.
“Unfortunately, research is one of the fundamental parts to documentary
film. It should be done in detail and has different stages. Carrying research on
location is the most important stage of documentary filmmakinmg”, Varahram
added. He also discussed that it is very important to ask if we have any real

producer in the industry of documentary. In

Varahram’s view, research and

knowledge are very vital tools. “Cinema means taking photo and the criteria
must be observed in my view”, he stated. He believed that
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bbas Amini is a 31-year-

old documentary film-

maker, from Abadan,
living in Tehran. The subject of
his recent documentary is also
someone from Abadan who’s
living in Tehran now: Haj Abdol-
lah Nourani. He allowed Amini to
make the documentary of his life
under one condition: not only his
words, but also the unsaid words
of a generation, who experi-
enced the war, should be told.
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The 7" CINEMA VERITE Iran International Documentary Film Festival

Tehran 10-17 Dec 2013
Felestin & Sepideh Theaters

IRANIAN CINEMA
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Don’t Lose Your Chance to Watch the Best!

Here, you can follow our suggested documentary films for watching the above sections. The following are
recommended ‘Champ of the camp’ directed by Mahmoud Kaabour, ‘Salma’ by Kim Longinotto & ‘Knowledge Is
Light’ Noémie De Pas. And if you are interested enough in watching short films, we recommend you take time to
watch ‘Children of Sodom’ by York-Fabian Raabe, ‘For Me the Sun Never Sets’ by Mina Rad. Among the above, there
are two films selected because of their interesting theme: first, ‘Knowledge Is Light’ showing colonial schools in
which children learned to count, read and write in French, without reference to their language or their culture. And
the second one is a film from the UK; ‘Salma’ that unfolds the story of Muslim Tamil poet Salma, a luminous artist.

aida.tadayon@gmail.com
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The 7" CINEMA VERITE Iran International Documentary Film Festival

Tehran 10-17 Dec 2013
Felestin & Sepideh Theaters

INTERNATIONAL
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Don’t Lose Your Chance to Watch the Best!

For the sections of Our Universe, Common Heritage and Portrait, there is a spectacular selection as the following:
‘Revolution’ directed by Rob Stewart and ‘Beginnings’ directed by Somnur Vardar and ‘Casting By’ directed by Tom
Donahue. But if you are more curious to watch the full-length movies, you can have these two choices: ‘The Act of
Killing” directed by Joshua Oppenheimer and ‘Gulabi Gang’ directed by Kief Nishtha Jain. In the end, we recommend
you to watch the film, ‘Gulabi Gang’, which shows a revolution among the poorest of the poor. Also, there is another
film, named ‘Casting By’ that depicts personal narratives from great actors and directors — including Martin Scorsese,
Woody Allen, Glenn Close, Al Pacino, Robert De Niro and John Travolta about a hidden part of filmmaking industry.
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