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Abolhassan Davoodi (Director)

The status of research while making fiction
films can also be highlighted as it is in the
documentary cinema; Of course, it has been
the case in production of some fiction films.
Many fiction films are made on the basis of
research or a situation which exists in the
society. These researches are based on the
things that the screenwriter witnesses and the
knowledge thathe or she has aboutassituation.
For making all movies, researches are made
but its volume is different in comparison to
films made about a subject. Therefore, we
cannot firmly say research in documentary
cinema has a more significantrole to play in
comparisonto fiction films butdocumentaries
arebased on social evidences and realities and
therefore demand more research.

Public attention to documentary cinema is
less than the fiction films due to our social
habit of not paying enough attention to
research. A documentary film deals with
social realities, documents and evidences,
and events happening around us and in many
cases because of the social tensions there is
no tranquility in the documentary to take the
spectatorinand get him/herto pay attention to
the film. Usually certain people of the society,
among them intellectuals and academics,
pay more attention to documentary cinema.
Documentary filmmaking is similar to
experimental works that canrelate toa limited
range of people. Because documentary
cinema lacks public attention, the stage is
not set for it to be offered properly. Most
of'the documentaries are shown at private
gatherings or “Artand Experience” cinemas
that don’t include all the spectators. On
the other hand, the status of documentary
cinema in the general framework of the
Iranian cinema is not totally independent,
making it not profitable for those involved
in the filmmaking industry. Once the ground
is prepared for the documentary cinema to
enter the supply and demand cycle with all
the people enjoying access to documentaries,
then the documentary cinema can move
toward having a successful report card.
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Abdolhassan Barzideh (Director)
WarDocumentaries Should Be Made withBoliness

Aswegetting far from the war, the writers and filmmakers
have the right to talk about it, make film and write story
aboutit. They enjoy the right to talk about the occurrences
and side events of the war and depict the hardships of that
period. Theboldnesslies in the fact that welook at people
of war from a fresh viewpoint that has been missed
during all these years but today it is obligatory to make a
film about it. It is something that has turned into a kind
of taboo that even for talking about it you should have
boldness! But in my opinion, working on this subject

is a simple matter that has happened in all countries.
For example, in some countries, political and military
mysteries are declassified after some years and many
books will be written about them and many films will be
made about them. People of those countries themselves
show what has happened during that specific time. For
example, the CIA unveils the behind the curtain events of
the 1953 Coup in Iran, showing their role in the incident,
the role of Britain and other matters while safeguarding
theirinterests. They have a correctanalysis of those events

and therefore they offer the first-hand accountand don’t
let other countries gossip about them. They compile the
documents and publish them without any harm. This is
not called boldness and we can’t say that the Americans
have shown boldness in depicting the mysteries within
a documentary film framework! This is mostly similar
to a diplomatic and calculated move. Unfortunately we
don’thaveacorrectdefinition of the event and whenever
we mention something about one aspect of war, we think
we have taken a bold stance.
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AkbarAlami(Researcher & University Professor)

We should remember that the documentary was
created before feature film and immediately after
the invention of cinematograph. Fornearly 13 years,
documentary was the forerunner and since then until
today ithas keptits dignified status. Because eventhe
weakestdocumentary madeby the weakest filmmaker
on earth would surely increase our knowledge. Itis
becauseresearchisone ofthe pillars fordocumentary
production that also uses creativity and therefore
documentary is proud of having these two elements.

Sowhen we talk about the documentary cinema, we
should think that we are talking about a mysterious
book, acapable painter or lofty poet or writer and pay
respecttothem.

Atthebeginning oftheir career, our young filmmakers
shouldlook forthesecretsbehind the eternalness of the
prominentartists. I tell youthe secrets: First, research;
second, knowledge and wisdom and third creative
and innovative vision of the documentary filmmaker
in formation of the film. We should strengthen sucha

visioninourselves.

One day one of my students asked me about the
ways for improving one’s vision in documentary
filmmaking. I told him you can do that by staring at
theworksofthetopnamesofthefield. Youshouldalso
travel, socialize with wise, artistic and creative people
and spend time with them. You should also become a
good reader and listener. All these will contribute to
your creativity essence that is the essential part for
yourmovementinall theartisticand cinematic fields.
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