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Aninterview with Carine
Bernasconi

Carine Bernasconi is a French festival
programmer who has worked with Visions
du Réel Festival in the French capital city of
Paris for the past seven years. She has been
invited to the 9th edition of Iran International
Documentary Film Festival (Cinéma Vérité) to
take part at the festival’s film market. There we
had achanceto have an interview with her.

What do you look for when you want to
select Iranian documentary films for
Visions du Réel Festival?

Cinéma Vérité is a documentary film festival
but we are not looking for documentaries like
TV reports or TV documentaries about specific
topics. We don’t look for only topics or themes.
As an international film festival, we look for a
good mise en scene, a good form and in fact we
areinterested in the way adirector gives hisown
lecture of reality.

Inyouropinion, whatare thestrengths and
flaws of Iranian documentary films?

According to me, there are no mistakes.
Everybody or each production company
does the documentary he or it wants to do. So
I don’t consider this difference a problem. I
think Iranian documentaries, as similar to their
counterparts around the world, are just different.
Onthe other hand, because I think Tknow a little
bitabout the history of Iranian cinema, I want to
add that the Iranian cinema, in the 60s and 70s,
has had very very good documentaries such as
Kamran Shirdel films which are masterpieces
thatdon’ttreatthe topicas ‘thisisreality’buttries
todepictthe truth.

‘What do you propose to Iranian young
filmmakers for getting better?

Ithink Iranian filmmakers should firstlook atthe
documentaries made in their country because
many good documentaries have been made in
Iranduringthe past decades. Those brilliantfilms
couldbe inspirational to them.
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People Don’tLike Truth: Officials Criticism

and itdoes not seem that officials are ready to welcome
criticism. In such a situation, documentary films cannot
offerarealimage ofthe socienty or the intended subject.
All around the world, movie theaters are not the market
for offering documentaries. Throughout the world such
filmsareofferedtotheaudienceoninternetor TV channels
instead of movie theaters. Adopting this distribution
methodshowsthatsuchchannelsaremuchmoreeffective
markets for documentary films and the mostappropriate
route to offer them to the audience is putting them on

such channels instead of screening them at theaters. For
example, during the past year, only a few well-received
documentary films have hadthe chancetobeshownatthe
world’scinemas. Thisiswhile, inIranand throughttheArt
and Experiment Group, abignumberofdocumentariesin
comparison to the United States of America, for instance,
havebeenscreened atthe theaters in Tehran. I think this is
agood opportunity for documentary films in Iran but we
cannotexpectthismarkettoabsorbatsunami of spectators
forthe documentary films shownatthe theaters.

Documentary cinema caninteract withtheaudienceina
society that welcomes criticism. Imeaninsuchasociety
peopleand officials should acceptcriticism. Inthis case,
the documentary filmmaker can depict areal image
ofhis or her society. As long as there is no real image,
documentary films, that contrary to fiction films claim
that they are telling the truth, cannot absorb spectators.
Ithink the Iranian society right now does not have the
necessary capacity for hearing the truth on both sides. I
mean, peopledon’tliketohearthetruthaboutthemselves
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KentJones Third FilmScreenedin Tehran

AStudy of Filmmaking

Inhisthrid documentary about film history, American critic Kent Jones has focused ona well-known
book named Hitchcock / Truffaut, that is in fact a long interview between the two filmmakers. The
interview was donein 1962 by Truffautand it goes deep into the art of filmmaking by Alfred Hitchcock.
Hitchcock/ Truffaut has been screened at the 9th edition of Cinéma Vérité Festival in Tehran. Here’s
anexcerpt from Kent Jones interview with Roger Ebert website.
Didyouseethebook as dialectic between the Hitchcock and Truffaut, or a variation of the dual
narrative format that Hitchcock used in movies like Shadow of a Doubt to Psycho?
Forme, ifthere’s dialectic or dual narrative at work, it is past and present. I wanted only people

who were really affected by the book, with one exception, and that’s Richard Linklater. He is there
because of his connection to Truffaut and he’s also connected to Hitchcock, just not in the same
way. In every other case, we talked with people who had a relationship with that book. You’re
talking about the issues that are coming up in the book but bringing them into the present through
their own experience. Something that’s a huge change and also something that started to affect
Hitchcock, which was acting. It’s a very important thing, and something that connects to this
isssue that comes up in the film, this worry of his that he was not sufficiently adventurous enough.
The fact that it plagued himis interesting.
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Patricio GuzmanonThe Pearl Button

Looking Back on Chile History

Patricio Guzman, the internationally-acclaimed documentary filmmaker from Chile, is one of the big
names whose works are screened at the 9th Iran International Documentary Film Festival in Tehran.
Guzman is mostly known for films such as The Battle of Chile and Salvador Allende. This year his
latest, The Pear] Button, is shown in Tehran. Like his previous film, the main subject here is again his
homeland Chile.
Inboth this film and Nostalgia for Light, you work so compellingly with metaphor, butinstead
of doing so imprecisely, to generalize or universalize, you use it to get at things very specific
about Chile, and history. How do you conceive of metaphors?
Firstofall, there are small metaphors of concrete things—suchas this phone, forexample, arock inthe

ocean or amountain. Not giant metaphors. Using those mini metaphors as foundation is how I build
the story. You can use big metaphors tomake films, but it’s very hardand I can’t do it.
You’re calling them small metaphors, but those are all very elemental.
‘Whenyou putthem into a certain speech or discourse, they become bigger, but they aren’treally.
I also love the way you work with voiceover. Often, and especially in documentary film,
voiceover tends to be instructive or directive. But that’s not how you useitatall.
No. It’s a voiceover that’s not pedagogical, not something clearly defined. Sometimes it’s like an
ornament, it’s part of the landscape. It’s not like voiceovers that are very concrete, rational, specific
and direct. It’s completely the opposite. [FILM COMMENT]
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