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Fifth Criticism Night

Hospitality&

Last night criticism sessions were held
at Felestine Cinema for four films, namely
Zemnako (Mehdi Ghorbanpour), Creative
Despite War (Rui Diaz and Christian), AReport
of Kennedy’s Foundation (Mohammad Jafari
and Azar Mehrabi), and Winter the last Season
(Maryamosadat Momenzadeh).

Mehdi Ghorbanpour (Director of Zemnako):
Two years and a halfago on 16 March, I went
to Iraq’s Kurdistan to conduct a research on
asubject. At first | wasn’t that much keen on
making a film because when I faced with the
character, I understood that I have a long and
hard way ahead of myself and I cannot finish
the film even in the first year. The character
had gone to Iraq’s Kurdistan from Iran and the
plan was to depict his background. This kind of
narrativeis very hard. Ali character or Zemnako
hadanintrovert personality and it was hard to get
close to him. I thought to myself that maybe we
would fail in getting close to him or following
him during the process of making the film. But
when on the first night we couldn’t find a place
to stay ata hotel in Iraq’s Halabja, I informed
Ali about itand he invited us to his house and it
was then that Tunderstood that we have become
acquainted with a group of nice people who are
justlikeus. We went to Halabja with camera and
full sound equipment but the first part that we
shotin Halabjabecame the basis for ourresearch
and nothing out of those nearly 10 hours made it
to thefinal film.

RuiDiaz (Director of Creative Despite War):
Our film is about the contemporary creative
artists in the Afghan capital city of Kabul. We
have focused onthree groups of artists whose arts
follow the western style. One group is composed
of female singers; the other one is a puppet
show group and the third is a painter family. We
depicted three different artistic types to show
their hardships and theirresistance in the closed
atmosphere of Afghanistan. Artcan contributeto
society and giveitpower of expression, enabling
thesociety tokeepa littleaway from the political
issues. The artist also uses art to keep distance
from the politically-charged atmosphere. In
Afghanistan that has suffered over 30 years of
war, the conflict has become areal part of the
daily life of the youth and the young people try
to find different methods to express themselves
and pursue their ideals and objectives while
accepting this reality.
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We thought that this year’s Film
Market of the Cinéma Vérité
Festival could be a suitable platform
for information exchange between
documentarians and distributors due
to the limited number of companies
active in selling documentary films
in comparison to feature films in
Iranian cinema. In this situation, the
Film Market prepares the ground for
those active in documentary cinema, from
directorstoproducersorevenorganizations

ofthe Selecting Board of the Inter

and institutions, to have interaction with Iranian
and international distributors. This year we sent
the name list and email addresses of all the guests
present at the Film Market to all the people active
in the documentary cinema and directors who have
movies at the national competition section to make
it easier for them for getting in touch with the guests.
This year we invited nearly 40 foreign guests.
Some of them are part of the jury boards.
Others are directors and a number of guests
have been recommended to us by EDN for giving
presentations at the workshops. The latter group

(Head ofthe International Department and Marketing of Documentary and Experimental Film Center
Isection of Cinéma Vérité Festival)

in better outcomes.

is made of mostly buyers or people interested in
joint productions with Iranians or working with
TV channels. Even though this year’s edition of
the festival is being held near Christmas holidays,
but we were able to invite most of the people that
wehadin mind and they accepted our invitation. A
number of the foreign guests of this year’s festival
are coming from different festivals or they are
managers of international festivals or renowned
artists on the international stage. That is why I
predict that this year’s Film Market would result
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MostafaRazzagh Karimi (Documentary Filmmaker):

Ifwelook at documentary cinema
as an industry and highlight its
mediaaspect,weshould payenough
attention to the professional work
distribution. Of course there
maybe some exceptions; some
films are made by one camera
and by one person alone due to
special conditions. We accept these
exceptions and the fact that there are

some documentaries that are made this way. Itis
possible to make a valuable film by a mobile phone
butwe don’trecommend it as a mainstream pattern
for documentary production. Therefore, specialties
should be given high importance in documentary
cinema thatis a very professional job.

Documentaries enjoy great capacity for screening
and a sufficient number of theaters should be
allocated to them. Of course this should be done
gradually. Expansion of the audience realm,

achieved through selection of appropriate films,
would be surely effective in finding serious
spectators in movie theaters. Three of four years
ago and during aspecial period of time, the Iranian
Documentary Filmmakers Association screened
documentaries at Azadi Cinema and those
films absorbed a higher number of spectators in
comparison to the feature films. The mostimportant
thing is to move forward based on a clear and step-
by-step plan.
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Mojtaba Raie (Director & Screenwriter)
Associal film could be made in a good way or
poorly;in caseitis made poorly,itis of nouse. For
instance, a film could be made about Daesh thatis
abad one and is therefore of no use. So, we should
make good films in different fields, especially
at a time when having a serious documentary

cinemais one of thesigns of development. We have
selected a very appropriate name for this cinema:
“Cinéma Vérité.” Itis a very serious name for a
committed documentary cinema thatis expected
toshow us a very exact and real image, enabling
us to discover ourselves and as a result choose
our future way better. If the filmmaker does not

want to find a direction and wait for the events
to happen, he or she is making a mistake because
itisnot clear how those events would take place.
Therefore the filmmaker should have a direction
but thatshould be in line with Cinéma Vérité or
better tosay the filmmaker should not fallinto the
reality diversion trap.
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Diana Tabakov is in Iran for the first time. She comes from
the Czech Republic and works for Doc Alliance Films. She
is in Iran to participate at the 9th edition of Iran International
Documentary Film Festival (Cinéma Vérité), looking for
new talents and documentaries with a strong author behind it.
What are the characteristics that you have in mind when
selecting Iranian documentary films?

Imainly look for films that have a strong author behind them.
Iseefilmas a piece of art that is always a subjective thing and
so we are looking for directors who have a strong vision that
ismainly cinematographic and theatrical. We are also looking

for new talents because we know good documentarists from
the 60s and 70s and I’ve heard that there are good young
documentary filmmakers emerging.

Inyour opinion, what are the strengths and flaws of Iranian
documentary films?

The main point that I see inthe Iranian documentary films is the
freedom ofnot getting inthe border of beingjustdocumentary or
beingjustfiction. Fromall the years that  have watched Iranian
films, I do remember this blurring of this border between the
documentary and the fiction and that was an interesting art. A
possible problem of Iranian documentaries could be trying to

copy conventional forms in order to get universal and it could
be better for young filmmakers to stay true to their own vision
and not to copy form the things that they think they might work
because then the film would getrigidand very formatted. It’smy
viewpoint because I see film as artnota product.

‘Whatare the most effective ways for Iranian documentary
filmmakers to distribute their works internationally?
Ithink it is very important to travel to the festivals and meet in
person. Itisalso very importantto bepresentinthe online markets
because many people don’t find the time to watch movies during
the festival. Online marketing has solved this problem.
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Brazilian Photographer Under Spotlight

Under Chris Marker Influence

‘Wim Wenders, the renowned German filmmaker, is present at this year’s edition of Tran
s International Documentary Film Festival with The Salt of the Earth. Itis adocumentary
& portraitof Brazilian photographer Sebastido Ribeiro Salgado co-directed by his son Juliano
" and Wenders. Itis shownatspecial screenings section of the festival.

‘Wereyouinfluenced by Chris Marker [“Sans Soleil” and “La jetée” director] in your
use of still photos in making The Salt of the Earth?

I’minfluenced by Chris Marker as a documentary filmmaker, period. Chris is one of the
greatindependent filmmakers ofthe 20th century and, inmany ways, used film language
like no one before him. ButI don’t think he was a particular influence for the use of

photographs because, from the beginning, | made it clear that I only wanted to use them
full-frame. No zooms, no details. The screen, of course, is a bigger version of all these
photographs thananyone had ever seen, and we took really good care that this was the best
possible image quality. Even Sebastiao, when he saw how the lab had worked on these
digital filesand puttheamount of detail into every picture, wasreally impressed. He said,
“I'saw things even I have never seen before.”

‘Whatkind of camera did you use?

I'shotwitha Canon C300—we used different ones, but it was always a Canon. I didn’tuse
filmbecause Ishot very long takes, sometimes lasting an hour. [Studio Daily]
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A COURTSHIP

The Docamentary

Mad Twin Inc Presents “A Courtship”
Frodused aut Birecred by AMY Kohn cissmssgapss Evan Eames
tdnar Jordan Montminy cempewr Jon Foy

www.acouriship.com
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