CINEMAVERITE

Wb jlwiiuwo

é’ﬁD‘)WQW& ‘f Wd}”‘:ﬁiu\ '
. . 2 & Ol S oyl
W 9;~v->\{959w5 TPAF ola,ol 7 ariigy O ojles
Iran International Documentary FilmFestival
No.5 .Thu,17th .Dec 2015

plompebb® 2L

\e

m,}@g‘f}‘d@bg&\a ah‘,égoééhé;o&;‘m !@ﬁgé}éb%}p}‘
) (S tunn &3 (i 2910 P s oW ol R v o 5 e (w90 0359972
95 g0 Mhams (S LB 1ohe3 g il (385 g5 I



INTERNATIONAL

INTERVIEW

REPORT

MQ‘,)M@)B

A9 ALHIAT S yoron |y dicianno s ool DS (310 535 oo Jw TV i Sl 3yl 3 5 dinncn g Locinn s 5 LS (5l gl S Sl
ool (LS (500l €mno (Glodom (.93 802 17 QLS g Cmlon ey (2 33 dmno (Slodann 2 1 (g0 0 LS auw b >
Wy Glodu a2 9 WS (o0 iy polro pas Uy widtmno (Glodrmw g )0 a5 sl (] 50 SUS i D9 o ol o (2] 0 45
[T sl go 5 ¢ godast sl 3L J155 51 ylocx o 31 29,5 Jluw (slosd 5l g o0ty oo ToAY Jlw SIS (1.0,15 422 5 o itaane

sl By g POUS ylgsiions 69 idiols Jlw duw 5l om Yo 45 gldos 53 .ailed 45 g,

i phid CS b Dl o g DU lol 8
oa)‘gt..i': Q‘}L.: ﬁ,Ls 9 Sl o Eew g J.e,...
ol pd S (et & g il o ot
u“):‘-“"-‘)‘) L;L&).a.a..d 644;0.0] C.v)b 60)L3)~)
SO TS ROV SN I NIV PR SN
By g AN Silins oded 50 Alie 7 ¥
Ouéi)u‘°°)5~‘*ﬁ)u-‘#”0—|)°"‘5gs'~“9?)°
I T RN RS )
et JUS )0 dlus ol 1009y g i
Y aS 2 ainils jgiam o yuolas s gie 6
1S glbgiogd gailetws Gohl gl 500
5 o s g i ol LI, o
oo o..\JL.:) l.e,u‘ O LS’LQ"" aQ |) »_:L.Sw.)l.‘..u‘
Sl olin g SICLS ol S5 ol s )
esobel yglos ol polas 6 Ko7 )6
Glrusmo ashl )3 o luiitineg Kingl
Aioslo e SLaSH a5 LS pslo il ool
Sl loog>g gl ; salsld o> 55,
WS SeaS ol 4 Ailgs oo s 0l
a8 asls o3V gaislad pld ool ulul
ool S T 5 o
S 3 o s gl bl ke
S5 oles doza 3| (0,25 g dians (Slo
A g )b (g0 )uy0 a5 LS Lo ,S Culgs o
50958z 20l )55 Jl- 5 ) pl (sleds
B 5 55 potslarlal, o lgaas elos
DS ) oledg sl ol g et 0] Sl

29 )5S e

A3 loans (eSS oS o SIS
1S ool Lo il Bl LS sl
eSOl b losen |, LS ol (gdez 5o
S 3 o Ghgy Ciglae slgiin L LS
sl oS 89,0 0285 g Ak (Slotns
Az S 0l pesends oy o 345 CuiS
oS o tlS ol Lagogias e LS S
SLS ez S p o caialig (89,5 g0
‘_;ln.;f»@@mj}élp?—):.awl«,mj&r;b
g298ly3 23 Sl Gl B B2 e
Sl o ez bl ditas sloi il
Jedscsla Jls oyl 0 i oDl €s,5° S

‘ol).:u’_nlea d—osto L‘j_.l&sj) p_wl).a 6‘&1.:‘ »
Qo (ool b3l g Slwiiin g King’y
“aiins Slodoms (9 > OUS 3llei
LS ol 0,0 (oMl S jle 3n S oo,
S ol gA e 545 S ol
sl e plasiue (gloiwaS 03,5 oy
60,luy0aS S g S gl il ails
Bl oo ey [V AVY Jw b laddogronis
58 Blod g aiins (gladms DY 920 LS
3,5 o0 Sl diidS gams oz ol cwliily;
s gladms 0 1 gladas Y gLl

el Gisleia s J o laels o
b Orbdd Lo S g0 )los s a8
5ok soae gog— p Cud b aife
39,8 Lolai 1, lageld ool o)) SLiles

RETPRPEEVIPPY RV )Ua.u‘ — o Lo
it ;04 2 v L lasl el o ol 5|
Ko 03 slalig e 5o o gaiils

el ol a

poslabigy po e
RERVICYR Cowe) L PRIE I

e LB BIBTSIC e
ol 5 g €Ciids Laow? (g0 lgiin
whed 95 a2 Ll ol o e ol 5l o
56 a e S0, F T A ks, >
38 g (510,515 a4 Ko po slalig

RSN
BRI  GIVH PPAIV JUSR B
4 el pdid ol asopl {leLz_..:P
o 8 55,5 59,00 1S gl gy Graled
FUSRVEL gy | PO | VY VESRGI O
Sy g el oS g9d9e ;08001 2
Jl ey 05000 1SS mla 550
ol el Jw iy g,y oy 4 FY
b pe aS cwl o e 4y .031,38
555 5T a0l 5 s sl sl salie
02030 )0 408 palys g @i 0 03,5
o slalig ) (2 95l 315 speo St

Sl s Lo slilod
Sgw oo WAls PO w0

S lee (rrns ol
€y g 10 olatinsog S (6 S el glygds

S 09,8 0 A s slapld ioles Il b))
(09208l g ol i 5l € i s slald
o‘,wMybLbLo.Hk)‘;“sw)oM‘y@
aS ools oyl lo (ganisdS oleV O (g o0 g
kb o v oS Gl glorms (libole
P U E RN
O (e 2ol ST bl (g9 flpe
S ol gl oo (oo € JLos G853
Loz dogld ol Gioledl uilsolig ) gosil »
Oiebae galos Sla )093 (bl o 90 40
P ryasaCay s v og)S et e
29> E955 2l nlgs cocdiinms sloinw g035>
it 45 il ol 925 lazpo et
Ao oyl e (5l o (g0ladl Jlaie 51 (gloss90lSS
B B+ 590 (65 Wl diie (glodm ST.0iS
& alosew 1o 1,151 bades sloasy 32 5las o
Al eolasa (Tl ot gl jslo s
Ao slaedld iuled 1 bl jlas’ las 955
Slegoge il g il codin Jlows (aalos STl o
Lt gl o0y cloixl glad o as Sl
Gl xhas a8 CiS b ol et bl
a5 Bl el gl 4y g catinns (glots Lbblrs
Ol sl lalesw jo axivs slapls o ST JLis 4
oelsz plomiloan] 048 Slas s ,deli o b walosgs
SLakes (o) 590 4145 @S (S el oo 0l
D98 o0 saled Dole G 4y has iz slapld
osﬁ)bwlﬁwwpu\au ). u,».lAJYL.A
LS5 (o 99250 )18 ST g jo ka2 g o0
Sl can)o g poeminn (55152460 1 godims Lis
ol lakad o] o3l pl s (b g o Lbols olasas
S g als8lailes colaaiiie

Slere i islor o g caS bl o
Wlgs oo ditun (lads paass (o laiia LS
s sleojlyiiar Jrol) h0s3 (ol 3lucl >
Lojlgiia oyl glas SIS 51 S Lakad g il asisls
bl o iz glosw s g a5 (plasaz g8
0 gtz sl glatte glapdlid yioled gaauss] )il
oo el s acdas S il eS oo Lass
031 (50 g S5y o ol dliill o2 40 S
Ol atdls (lilwpksd 2 (295 236 (b
Sl ol gy e 5500 4 p gl 5 1A
SC Glgie 4599 5k w4y Jodly g o1,
de@a«:)é u?gsllojlu,:.l 60)‘5.2.&?
Sed 7 yhaelds

v

L



oS 09 oo o ikiimo s slo 15 (

VWAF ol 3T YF iy . O o los

Iran_International Documentary Film Festival

No.5.Thu,17" .Dec 2015

Ot a9, 40 i

Olplaiziaes od Jodliymolgiis

C’Lf}ﬁ.o D)‘W’ " > m.&f}s)
292 oo o>
o)|9.‘».~’;’q).>¢l§9.~.&&.5.;

Slots DgaSiiag oS lorew JLsiinl 55, 0l 35,
5909909 B3 9xmn 595 2 Lsguals g0 o Sl
(P98 3grmme 203 (blogas (nl Slabor 5l (Pt S
S5 kSl oLd sl iles (gl ar 5335 34,
a8 o5 ol il ey y30 8 s
Se by laphd g5l b addle aitas (Ga o
Lo wld slslos g0,y gluS oo JLio Sy oy
463 saBle (o oS Sl (pl Bl oS oo
Lol o € Lod (50 gt g ditne (Sloins
SS9l S 0 pitellatin 4 0 5 )IS Dgeo gl
S0 gt a5l ges ds (ro g Cenl (g0 (o3 (L |
w281y s B lgiis B plodel € i Losow
Loy i S o sLiles gl 59, 0 Lol oS

ol

)

P p——

=

LA Hyd saliails Y ggue 300 foidr o oz 59,
(gteaz oy (5o B palialliisl paadlal 5 ()15 00

\Yy?

4a.8y
)omm.x;l.gjolsjfplﬁéd.a,éo\VVFe)Ij,;..;‘.?f)L&.?)'”)e
ouj@w‘&&odl.mho&u@wh“ﬁwoibm
(Ml o sbo gatiluns alies slojise 1545 09y (LYY
o)lyder K05 sla it 90,5 (gl dated ol o N3,
i ool isles

vy

ot

B et Sy j9:a5 (Gden 0,y pgd (e
- le')Jl dwg Ls?)lé Ologes YT . louss gen o lgiii> 5
6ol (yag hlizeo sladali p 0 05 1 gl 155 Sl 15

IRE YU IR PV PULOUN-I-L DR OUW gl TN /o0

pﬂ@wﬁp&@j)aﬁ°?d°f@%&d{é}‘

Flentianlnds s (oolid el LS gy ) 29>
O3l S el 035550 W'.é)&‘)?:b Gl _ulsa
obed Rl A sl oS (o0 50 o ez 0 395 002
Olog cegd I3l (Sa5aitue ol 34T > 55500

<(4.>)Se.xmu;a"j_é.l:;:;‘ubgbu.jli.4)&|)

ST RSN CUE JAETE R
SGojleds o VI Celoo ol ol s sloaens
S 05 (SNl plcd,0805500 5 69, relanlSlons

S ol Lot ()5 IS e
ROWPCRSRIINER JCY S TN TR0 [0S URUR SO 3
PCES IR S FOWRCIW [N TE-C LN E EE RGO

Kl Mugiodocne
I NRYRIVRVAERCC VLI COPNTH PPIVCIIINPEL SN ¢
S o lilabauds ygs o b Ghoss cblos dtieaS
Fotwoa]as cud e 908 0 0052 wral 0l 10 505 s
ois wld ol LS )5 00 als3 aits slaelid 4y lete
padsaaly> godS w2L plyz ilupld 4 (o9 SeS Wl o0

S 25 Lok pab ey

g 31 g Ok g3 6 g0 Mt 5L o
sho e 2bg 0 e ;U b Lot (g0 gt
6‘)‘1 ‘5191‘)—“’ o)|9.:..i‘.? Q.ﬂ)o .b)lo Q|ﬁ| Slow dii e
12 6350 U g J3ls il i slapld Gioles
oS shualie ISl 9055 o pl 3 ladlirm il

w23 Ol sis & Lngld

s ool ol e Bly p
S ol 636 (0 5 st
Slojo> 2 0 glolpiiz 2
Lot il arils wilgs o

oS 51 €5 oo € i
solbg Baile g Lapld
SBelgliges b os>
95 oo ol Balie ol
Oljleeled 61y 0
RITRVATESRW

29602 gt 3 b 3 39l (LT (WPl
Seeg Jvalolel o5 (oo Ltladl) wii e g5idon oy
30l yomo g (sl ol pasl 45 o diiane
E325045 (g GloLTunn LIS gogas (5 NS el s
Lo a5 L ¢yl s Csbims 45 el 1525 43 638 Cansls L ]
gp2los,S az Yok loj Jsb yo cSles e Slegoge 1
sl oolzdl ‘_,,_éLn.;l a




Yo 10 Jl 39 ccaibunl iilyg 49

b oy 12 g A5 B ] G (41,5157 jguds bl ) (o ) Lo 50 oS 5o

Topd sl

Sl cod Sl L8 ol p S las a4y .ol
el 08393 Az 1 i o0l 5L slas
4 ool Ceolae by ol 5l y90 sLlss
ket 0y o b GBI S 055 ¢y S S
|y oS anls o o (ool 5585 s,
Dl oo 08ls Ll 003590 (LS des 8,0
o &S wloo ngai (59, (e et ST
S (oo (SN ALwVA 00 oL G5
el S5 )3 395 5l Sl Saig o 0
Al Jg 55 oI5 Sl s Gy
KEC NP IR PN B PSS SWE KL
ok 3 e g 90 sl e azsily
aLfJQ.l‘.&..aloo;dL‘.?ﬂvbléué‘ﬁ‘)
Cndlyi g0 08 o0 o 5 45 LDy Crd
ol aS WS aseioe Cailyi coalily ool
Lagd Lo .o,lo 8 oy (pl b i az (s
) ol e S sloslanull s (3 S5 o
L 0I5, oSSl aidl on g 0 4250
S0 I A5 3,8 e jebonl0sS o
Sob (S5 50 05 ol (KB3E 355 5|
FB oo aas b aes lasly s ey
o ol ol o 5 59 Ll ] (i
ausls 00} ‘59.')

o5 whed Lol cslac Dy aulsolisS arine Sy 5
S o sl 1 Lol Cpaies bl oz liles
bl el glacdl oy sl SYsb
Comaid nlh 28 9l el 250
).>'-l e Ql 603}1& O U)L [ — O‘ll AR o
A aasbadiss, Sy glailsl cules oo
08,8 sl el 3 gl sl pledaS 0,8 (00
Flir 09 1055 o0 (59 2 oled (Slgns Sl
PRGN LR RPN il WP By SO ICE Y
old ) Coratt g slupld oS ol il Bl
Cewlon,S Jilinep 3 0l 4o o 38 o

6)‘““’ Sao> :O|o)f)l$-
el g gudgon

DS g0 Sl (50 Sl e 15 a2 oo
S G s 0 far g o
9 O3l 599 (sime s (o) 3 5 ]
oS c il Gy oliwle s 28 Salold
958 9 S S ol 1) At
aS el DA o ld pl ol il 35 e
Ol Vb b 510150 9o g
B 339 o oYk ks o Y5 o
430 S legoazme , S0 slo Dl g adBo
LoD (Bl 5o 90 gl Lo s
Wbyl Gl pgal p i ar ol Jgons
XSV Ll asn bbb geia
e saon 05O oo £9,—5 (slaido =y
g3 9o LS pld eg B MY
Ol aled )0 ma i e Laid
L aS 09 (6 polas po,S oolanwl (b8 jo a8
S 05z pos 485 Gl 5l pod (s
oS g9,y pked (5,505 j5b 00,5 o
Ol g ges Jiine S Liles 4y ! o ol
.o)SaoLé:;MJngSM\)g‘s?o)g:_éhglé—ll)QNg
W‘°&f’ulﬂ5“5°%d)9-‘°d‘m~'é)o?%
oLy o ol oley i b oS oolaz ol 1 5l
2,5 G 20,5 S5 o biseigos
Caled 534S (nlb s 5 slazis &
A5l G o B 50 5l oo, 98 L")*f’
M@él&l)oﬁmeyﬂwjo”ba
wl@;dm«oﬂ»pl,,_é:@gabéﬁls
OLbCani Lo S o (SNj 63 50m b aS
RS (A olel o atdie (o,
SlaiB0 diz g e 90l 5S wiino b

lapal a4 Syl 1575 s (o8l ally
oot sl ples pltsladd > g wloles
A8l o loaze ol (gl Bl 2 a5 pogy 00 1
pog Jlod b S aS LS iy S5 Loy
o A58 vz 0 o T el oy bol5
e 45 S o bl 1,55 om g i
b 25,5 85 (30 B3 5 55

b, Jlot 511 pogs
ol ohed cnl oo b oo Lo pule
oo y00 LB sl IS gaslol joa S es S
L8 (el BB i)l 4 5T sl (2950
o pd Glalig L aS ciS joboplog iy
223 sl 51k ol ol ool Jol sl (sl ans
ol oy gilS my Lad ol o as il iss
S g0 el |y G o n o i
2 93 Al slekd cul o s 5L
sl s 3 VoalS 45" S o w0l oo 8
o qouins oo DL 5 0T 5515 15 Lo
08 b5l e 90 g dites p g Lo
e b ] 55l el 5y o
o] 45 220 oyl Lo a4y 5,80 (glads
ol L iload b ylors e i oyl aS
So oy o 003lgn 00 gl i liogs
Ol jlgamaen plelas S i 5 Mol 5ilS
rgiiisn ) LR Cude b (gaad colas
4 S b ulasldaaad (nl UL o
a3 LS 15 e s a5
S0 5lan Y (00,5 e ol la T4y ol
IS S R
45‘_.;‘4“[? A (GAT g Cuwyo )L.....; Ls"'L"‘""
w200, azaS" plels S o S5 0l o
ol Gl o5 oats oyl ooyl el S
équ)L..; ‘..\.;S‘SCLQ.';?L.\.EJ‘_;AJ;Q%‘ el

.&“JLDM. "

25wl 10 01410 45, m
cleizliggudgon

Cowlgd oo oo 0gs laae 1 o2 45wl SIS peo
Cayi gl glS ol 30 (go )b ys olid
Sl ) (S slapkd o5 Slej ol
Ndgs ol yo Laso o lasly glasl
Ol 50 b pleile (nl gz pes o0
ez bajles al ety il ot s oo
ol S i 0, o KB L b Lol
4 Y9 31 (S0 (559, 1 SuBld g S92
sobyo lyz CiS ey gy oo | el
43,5 drogi g tpilm ool ot Lo 250
ol Jlmw cdn om0 3V g (LSS
FomaS wslwojlrl Jg @, 15 Jlo oo
oo SIS 5| samy el ba 55 ol o
Coailod g «aa WP KO jus) & WSt
j anpog FSup lba g piSlit s,
an Nidal o ea o bl Jisls 5STLS
JLioNol 433 5 ponad o2 |, Lo 1251575
e b 9 4tk S nl (6l oSS
55 4ad o)l Sl o (po s &S Sz
b ol Sy slais oS o 55
iy, ol bl o o s
1 5 5055 (S 09 e b5
ails | aad asb ol iy 655 aaduus o )l wuald
5548l e 38 Wi ep 4]y o w0l

f



VWAF ol 3T YF iy . O o los

Iran_International Documentary Film Festival

Fourth Night of Criticism

AlongPlang&
MainVictims

Criticism sessions were held at Felestine
Cinema last night for four films, namely
The Art Foundry (Iwan Schumacher), A157
(Behrouz Nouranipour), Starless Dreams
(Mehrdad Oskouyi), and Bard (Hamid Jafari).

Hamid Jafari (Director of Bard): Many ask
me the meaning of “Bard.” In Luri, “Bard”
means stone and in Faris it has the meaning of
standing faraway or keeping distance. Bard is
the story of a woman who makes a living by
breaking stones and selling them. We have
three plans in this film with the low-angle
camera. The plans are long. The first one takes
about five minutes and the other two are one
minute altogether. But the camera’s angle
is ordinary in other plans. In my opinion,
image has a language and should in a way
communicate with us. The film opens with
a five-minute-long plan. We were all afraid
of shooting this long plan that was shot with
two cameras. The images taken by the second
camera from a low angel were finally used in
the finished film. Because I thought to myself
that opening the film in any other way won’t
transfer the sense of horror to the spectator.
This plan was made usable by Mr. Fatoorehchi,
because its rhythm made me doubtful in
using it. The duration of the plan was long and
nothing could be done about it. We made all
our efforts but in vain. Finally, Hamid Reza
Fatoorehchi took out a second from every
frame and made the plan that you see in the
beginning of the film.

Behrouz Nouranipour (Director ofA157):
This film is the narrative of humanity collapse
in2015, ata time that a war has been imposed
on a country. Itis the story of the people who
fight for survival during a war. Fighting for
survival is a hard and heavy fight, especially
when a woman or a child, who has lost
supportive elements such as father, mother,
and brother, is doing this fight. In most of the
times, men are the warmongers but the main
burden is on the shoulder of women. As soon
asalandis occupied by a group, women and the
land are immediately invaded at the same time.
‘We have three characters in this film; Girls of
10, 13, and 15 years old who have lost their
parents and are pregnant. Film narrates their
lives and shows them to us through snow and
rain and spring and summer.
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Why did you agree to conduct “DocPro”

workshopinIran?
Itthinks there is a potential for Iranian filmmakers
to have their documentaries shown around the
world, and I believe there is a world outside Iran
who would like to see Iranian documentaries. But
for this to happen, there steps ahead for the Iranian
filmmakers. Thope I can help Iranian documentary
filmmakers to better understand what it takes to
makefilmsthattravel.

What information do you have about

Iranian documentary films? Do you know

any Iranian documentary filmmaker? Did

you collaborate with themin recent years?
I have been to Cinema Verite two times and
from this gotten a view into the world of Iranian
documentary making. Itis my pleasure to now run
the second edition of the Cinema VeriteDocPro
industry program and hopefully gettoknow Iranian
documentary and the makers even better.

What do you think about most significant
elements of Iranian documentary films?
Theytell stories fromaworld thatweinthe Western

cultureknow very littleabout.
Did you conduct any workshop in other
countries? Ifyes, was the result helpful for
participants?
With EDN - European Documentary Network we
conductmany workshops and seminars around the
world. Iwillleavetothe filmmakers participating in
ourevents, tojudge whetheritisuseful.
What are the topics of your workshop in
Iran? Do you useaspecial method to discuss
these topics with participants?
The most important thing with DocPro is to inspire
Iranianfilmmakersandmake themunderstand what
makesafilmtravel across borders.
Do Iranian documentary directors have
enough attempts for attending in world’s
festivals? Are they and their films known in
top documentary festivals?
Ithink many international festivals show Iranian
documentaries. Hopefully they will show more
inthe future. This is one of our goals with DocPro.
Whatshould Iraniandocumentary directors
do and notto do to reach to a better placein
world’s festivals?
Filmmakers need to build relations to festivals
and understand what the festivals are looking for.
Different festivals are looking for different films,
soitis alotabout understanding where precisely
your filmfitsin.
Do Iranian documentary films have
the potential for broad distribution in
International Markets?
Some Iranian documentaries will for surehave a
broad potential. Others will have aniche potential.
Itisall aboutfinding yourright audience

!
Ot dilygy 4y
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European Documentary
Network
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\\ Iran_International Documentary Film Festival

Fardin Khalatbari(Composer):

If we want to move a heinous shadow away from
documentary cinema, one of the things that should
bedoneistomakemusicselection withoutobserving
copyright laws a thing of the past. In case the rights
of amusician whose music have been usedina
documentary is not paid, the documentary cinema
community, including directors and other crew,
shouldboothatmeasure! Itis shameful that wehave
analternative indocumentary cinemanamed music
selection that in most of its cases the rights of the
players, especially the local ones, are not paid. The
documentary filmmaker finds an album and uses
someofits pieceswithoutanykind of paymenttothe
author. Even the name of the album, compser and
playeris notincluded in the credits. This measure
pollutes our documentary cinema. This is a public
robbery. Inmost cases, people doing this refer to the
fact that Iran is not observing the copyright laws.
Well, therearen’tany copyright laws butwhatabout
humanity?! Thisisaveryimportantmatter thatothers
shouldn’t steal from the musicians’ properties. If
thisaward is presented with this viewpoint in mind,
itis a very good measure. Butas long as this is not
happening, documentary cinemaispartially toblame
for whatever that happens to it. Director, producer
and the one who orders it are also to blame. In the
nextmove, ifacategoryisdedicatedtooriginal score,
that would bea good measure that could persuade a
numberofdirectorstosearch foramusicianthesame
way they look foracameraman or even locations or
conductresearchbeforemakingadocumentary. But
the same that has happened to animations or short
films could also threaten documentary cinema. I
mean, there are valuable works in this field but due
tolow budeget, amature musicians have been hired
todothejob.
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Documentarists Shouldn’t
BeTooGautious

Khosrow Sinai (Filmmaker):
My advice to the young generation is that you
should try to become good filmmakers. Once
that happens, the festival themselves will come
to you and follow your works. Butdon’t try to
participate at the festivals with your first film
since that shouldn’tbe considered as a value. If

theinteraction between Iranian cinema and the
international one is based on a good foundation,
then the youngsters know for sure thatin case
they have made a good film, they would be in
the spotlight and their works would be shown at
prestigious festivals. During the nearly past 50
years thatI have been active in Iranian cinema,

whether fiction or documentary, I’ve witnessed
thatour cinemaisalways dependentonindividual
talents and has ignored making the necessary
infrastructures. Until the day that our cinema
is dependent on individual talents and essential
infrastructures have notbeen formed, our cinema
shines one day and is forgotten the other day.
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Mohsen Jafari-Rad, Iranian Critic

The most important point of strength of Cartel Land lies in the relative and impartial stance
ittakes toward its subject. In fact, the subject of this documentary has the potential to put the
director ina position of taking side with one of the conflicting parties in excess or negligence.
But he has withdrawn from this trap intelligently. The film takes on the Mexican internal
conflict covering a wide range of issues among them clashes between military forces and
civiliansand the process of drug production and trafficking as well asa popularuprising led by
Dr. Jose Mireles and a crisis at the notorious “Cocaine Alley.” During all these situations, the
directoris not defending the people, the military troops, the drug traffickers orrebel forces but
ismostly focused onsetting the stage for expression of various viewpoints thatis evident in the

decoupage ofthe film.

The other significant point of the documentary is the kind of narrative that has been selected
forit; a narrative that smoothly connects the three kinds of documentaries based on history,
peopleandevents.

Boldness of the crew while shooting armed clashes should also be noted. They have also
prepared the ground for getting the trust of the conflicting parties and the camera acts exactly
like awitness orobserver.

Cartel Land can be considered as among the good films that could be a living and enlightening
visual document ofa geographical determinism for the curious spectators of documentaries.
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Marlon BrandoinTehran

Who Does It Better Than Brando?

Oneofthefilmsscreenedatthe Portraitsection of Iran International Documentary Film Festivalis Listen
toMeMarloninwhich StevenRiley, the director, reveals a very comprehensive image of Marlon Brando
through his audio tapes and a digitalized face. Making the film was a journey for Riley that took him to
Brando’s vastuniverse.

Youchosenottointerview anyone from Marlon Brando’s family or friends for the documentary Listen
to MeMarlon. Wasitalways yourintention tonottakethe talkingheads approach? Ordid therecordings
drivethatdecision?

Itwas an early creative proposition on my part. I had read a dozen or so books and interviewed 40 odd
members of Marlon’s friends and family, and wasstill left confused astowho thereal man was. The tapes

offered some hope of clarity - who better than Brando, I thought, to solve the riddle of himself?
Thadlistened toahandful oftapes from the Brando archive which happened to contain some interesting
material. There were more tapes coming out of the storage but no guarantee whatsoever that they
contained Marlon’s voice. It was ultimately a punt that there would be enough material to tell the tale.
Luckily the gamble paid off.

‘What’s your favourite Brando performance?

Aswithmostother people I loved The Godfather, Apocalypse Now and Last Tango in Paris. Favorite
filmsthatI discovered in the course of making the film included Burn, Muting on the Bounty and alsoa
Western that Marlon directed himselfcalled One-Eyed Jacks. They are all forgotten classics.
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MostafaRazzagh |(al'lml (Documentary rllmmakerl

Ifwelook at documentary cinema
as an industry and highlight its
mediaaspect,weshould payenough
attention to the professional work
distribution. Of course there
maybe some exceptions; some
films are made by one camera
and by one person alone due to
special conditions. We accept these
exceptions and the fact that there

are some documentaries that are made this way. It
is possible to make a valuable film by a mobile phone
butwe don’trecommend it as a mainstream pattern
for documentary production. Therefore, specialties
should be given high importance in documentary
cinema thatis a very professional job.

Documentaries enjoy great capacity for screening
and a sufficient number of theaters should be
allocated to them. Of course this should be done
gradually. Expansion of the audience realm,

achieved through selection of appropriate films,
would be surely effective in finding serious
spectators in movie theaters. Three of four years
ago and during aspecial period of time, the Iranian
Documentary Filmmakers Association screened
documentaries at Azadi Cinema and those
films absorbed a higher number of spectators in
comparison to the feature films. The mostimportant
thing is to move forward based on a clear and step-
by-step plan.



