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Iran_International Documentary Film Festival

Third Night of Criticism

&Shoeotingon
Islands

Lastnightreview sessions were held at Felestine
Cinema for three films, namely Conversion
(Afsaneh Salari), Life in Khoor Mousa (Hojjat
Taheri), and Victim (Kiumars Mohammad
Chenari and Reza Farahmand).

Afsaneh Salari (Director of Coversion): This
film belongs to the experimental and surreal
categories andis one of the mostpersonal films of
my career. Imade this film under the influence of
the news bombardment thathas surrounded us. I
was at Brussels when I made this film and at that
time the situation there wasn’tlikenowadays and
everything was calm. But the feeling that T had
while making this film was guilty conscience.
Since we live outside Iran, we are only updated
about the events through the news. In fact, when
oneentersthenewsatmosphere, events, statistics
and numbers surround that person but as soon as
the laptop is closed and one is out of that space,
everything is over and he/she enters a safe space
in which there is no sign of those news stories.
This film was made with guilty conscience
that was the product of such a situation; Things
happeninacornerofthe worldbutyoudon’thave
anythingtodowithit. Butinthisfilmlittleby little
we reach the conclusion that this allergy and sin
feeling should be removed. We should conclude
that we should disconnect ourselves from the
news stream. The people who are living outside
Iranand the Middle EastandIshare the sameidea
about this conclusion. People from countries
with the same condition who had watched this
film believed that I made their statement. They
believed that keeping ourselves in the world
of'events and news won’thelp us at all and we
cannot do anything about these events. This
viewpoint shift and decision in factis a change
thathas happened in ouridentity. Thave depicted
this identity coversion in the face and look of the
character in a way that even those close to the
character fail to recognize the new person.
Hojjat Taheri (Director of Life in Khoor Mousa):
Ittook two years to shoot this film since going to
these islands for shooting was not an easy thing
to do, especially because one of the islands that
you see in the film was a military one and we
could only be there for two to three days. Butwe
travelled to other islands seven to eight times to
shoot every detail avaliable there. This filmis
valuable due to its images since we shot it with
sixteen cameras, out of which fourteen (and
sometimes thirteen cameras) were fixated. The
editing process had its difficulties due to the
high number of cameras and the great volume
of images recorded. Charging the batteries
and emptying the RAMs was other technical
challenges during the shooting of the film.
Therefore we ignored emptying RAMs while
wewere ontheislands. We were on theislands in
the mornings using natural light for shooting. In
the afternoons we were back at our camp, so we
could charge the batteries and empty the RAMs.
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Why did you agree to conduct a
workshop about ‘scriptin documentary’
inlIran?
Last months, I was directing a workshop about
dramaturgy at “Groupe-Ouest” in France,
(avery interesting experience in Brittany, in
France.I will speak about it in my conference,
where filmmakers from all the world come to
write their scripts with coaches). And there I
metan Iranian director, we discussed alotabout
our projects, writing scripts of documentary-
films, etc.... and1liked the way he talked about
«narration ». I think he told about me at the
direction of the festival.lam very curious tomeet
filmmakers in the world, curious of the different
cultures in the world and their impact on the
cinematography. Iaccepted because I love your
cinematography and I am very curious of your
artists, your society and your culture.
‘Whatdoyou think about mostsignificant
elements of Iranian documentary films?
Iwouldn’t answer some « clichés» viewed
from France... ButIlike the intelligence and
the delicacy in the way of telling stories in the
Iranian cinema, I like the sense of esthetic,
the interest for the language (light, picture,
rhythm) and the talent for telling stories, for
writing scripts. I think the Iranian filmmakers,
as all the filmmakers in the world, want to be
seen and share their point of view with other
countries, they don’t show commonness, they
show very characteristic interesting things of
their society.
‘Whatdo you think about mostimportant
elements in documentary scripts?
I think that the most important thing is not
to bore the spectator! It’s a joke -because
obvious- nevertheless itys there indeed that
the writing is necessary.It is also a question
of asserting its point of view by means
of the story. Arousing the identification
of the spectator.The distinction between
documentary and fiction seems ridiculous
to me, it is a question of making cinema and
making a good cinemaitis also (notonly) the
artof telling stories.
Does documentary films mustbe faithful
to their scripts during shooting? Whatis
the fundamental point of this process?
To write ascriptitisa way of getting involved
in its subject, and of building a story, a
structure, and an evolution. Itisalso, in France
in any case, the best way to find channels and
money for making the film. Butreality gives
many surprises and we never shoot the film we
wrote. Thanks to the script we have a direction
towards which to film, a promise to be held.
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ATributetoD.A.Pennebaker

The ManwithaGamera

During the ninth edition of Iran International Documentary
Film Festival, atribute programis being held for the prominent
documentary filmmaker, D. A. Pennebaker. As part of the
program, six films of the renowned American filmmaker will
be screened, namely Daybreak Express (1953), Opening in
Moscow (1959), Lambert & Co. (1964), Don’t Look Back
(1967),Rockaby (1983) and Down from the Mountain (2000).
DonnAlan “D. A.” Pennebaker (bornJuly 15, 1925) isan
American documentary filmmaker and one of the pioneers
of Direct Cinema. Performingarts and politics are his primary
subjects. In2012, the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and

Sciencesrecognized his body of work with an Academy
Honorary Award or “lifetime Oscar”.

Pennebaker’s films, usually shot with a hand-held camera,
often eschew voice-overnarration and interviews in favor ofa
“simple” portrayal of events typical of the direct cinema style
Pennebaker helped popularize inthe U.S. Of suchanapproach,
Pennebaker told interviewer G. Roy Levin published in 1971
that “it’s possible to go to a situation and simply film what you
seethere, what happens there, what goes on, and leteverybody
decide whetherittells them about any of these things. Butyou
don’thave to label them, you don’t have to have the narration

toinstruct you so you can be sure and understand thatit’s good
foryoutolearn.”

An accomplished engineer, Pennebaker developed one of
the first fully portable, synchronized 16mm camera and
sound recording systems which revolutionized modern
filmmaking. His aesthetic and technical breakthroughs
have also had a major influence on narrative filmmaking,
influencing such realist masterworks as Barbara Loden’s
‘Wanda, which was filmed and edited by one of Pennebaker’s
protégés, Nicholas Proferes, and even popular satires such
as Tim Robbins’ Bob Roberts.
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Majid Barzegar (Filmmaker):In my opinion,
documentary cinema plays an important role in
Iranian cinema. I deeply believe that documentary
cinema and shorts films are much more progressive
in comparison to mainstream cinema and feature
films. When our feature films are made by getting
inspiration from our short films or docuemntaries
usually they turn into successful works. Part of the
creditthat Iranian cinema enjoys outside the country
and part of its domestic credit is thanks to a cinema
that has been successful in using the capabilities

of documentary cinema and suggestions made
by feature films. Iranian cinema should be bold,
different and stylistic and all these characteristics
are visible in short films and documentaries. Of
course naturally we have some deficiencies in
some types of documentary cinema. In Iranian
documentary cinema, historical and scientific-
research documentaries still have not become
mature. Our historical documentaries are mostly
focused on photos or are based on narration. But our
protraitor social documentaries are cutting edge and

we have lots to say in these parts.

The personal will of the filmmaker matters the
most in making documentaries in Iran. I mean,
a filmmaker could make a brilliant historical
or scientific documentary through personal
endeavor and resistance. However, these efforts
remain at the level of that good documentary
because such activities in our documentary
cinem are not organized and we don’t have an
institution that is dedicated to make scientific
documentaries.
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The Culture of Watching Documentaries

The Cinéma Vérité International Festival
had a special guest on its third day. Head
of the Iranian Cinema Organization,
Hojatollah Ayoubi, paid a visitto Felestine
Cinemato attend the unveiling ceremony
for The Art of Precision book by Ahmad
Alasti. In an exclusive interview with
the daily bulletin of the Cinéma Vérité
Festival, Ayoubi talked about the free of
charge screening of the films at festival,
saying “itisa 100-percent-correct decision
and [ haven’t ever thought about another
alternative and won’t in the future.” As
for the well-received screenings of the
festival, Ayoubi had this to say: “We

are in a week that all the eyes are on the
documentaries and this festival due
to the ads shown all around the city as
well as the media coverage. During the
festival, aside from those interested in
the documentaries and follow them all
the time, the people in general are put
in an atmosphere that they can watch
documentaries for the first time. I am one
of those who believe that the Iranians
and the ordinary citizens are interested in
watching documentaries. There are some
people who think that we don’t still have
the culture of watching documentaries in
Iran but I don’t share such an opinion. I

believe that a major part of the people are
willing to watch documentaries.” Ayoubi
continued: “We shouldn’t forget that we
are living in a world thatis becoming more
multimedia-centered onadaily basis. Due
to the significance of the cyberspace and the
growingimportance oftheimages, the public
memory is getting more pictorial day by day.
Of course the public sensibility and taste
is also improving and people will become
moreselective.” Asked about the formation
of Artand Experience group lastyear, Ayoubi
saidhebelieves thatthe leastachievement of
the group was proving that people welcome
watching documentary films.
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