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Iran_International Documentary Film Festival

The Second Night of Criticism

“Mojtaha”
&Tehran
Reaction
to“From
Galigarito
Hitler”

Criticism session was held last night at
Felestine Cinema for four documentary
films, namely From Caligari to Hitler
(Riidiger Suchsland), Mojtaba (Mohammad
Hassan Damanzan), Father, Mother, Ali,
Reza, and Me (Haniyeh Yusufian), and
Pruning Season (Loghman Khalehi).

Mohammad Hassan Damanzan, Director
of Mojtaba: Mojtaba (the main character of
this documentary) is one of my old friends.
Since nearly two decades ago, I wanted to
make a film about him but it was delayed
until this year. I’ve made four to five films;
among them a film about the female players
of North Khorasan, a film about Maryam
Farmanfarma, and “Zanjehmoreh” that
is about shelters for dogs. My latest one
is about the lady whose shelter for cats
caught fire and she herself was also burnt
inside it. This film is about Mojtaba who is
apuppeteer. His family are keen on leaving
Iran but he is unwilling to do so because he
thinks by doing the same he is betraying his
country. He wanders around in the city at
nights, mostly on Thursdays and Fridays,
and goes to houses to perform puppet shows
at birthday parties and play tambourine. I
don’tsay thatI have made a masterpiece but
I think it has become a good film.

Riidiger Suchsland, Director of From
Caligari to Hitler: In my opinion, a film is an
alive and animated creature and it does not
die after its production. It was interesting
for me, both during making this film and
also through screening it at different
countries, that wherever we showed the
film, it took a fresh form. Here I witnessed
the same. I saw that my film could also be
interesting for people in Tehran. One of the
issues raised at my film is banishment that
has been addressed before and would be
significantin Iran too. The other point about
my filmis the fact that it reviews other films
and in some parts of the film, referrences
are made to the Eastern world and those
films have the Eastern look and German
characters are clothed in Eastern garments.
It was interesting to me to see the reaction
of spectators in Tehran when they see these
images and clothes. Of course, l haven’thad
thought about this matter until today and it
crossed my mind when I made interaction
with my Iranian spectators.
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74 is a documentary about the brutal attack
of Daesh forces to Shingal in Iraqi Kurdistan
region and the genocide of the district’s Izadi
Kurds. The camera enters the camps of the
Izadi refugees and records the story of Daesh’s
aggression and offence against [zadi women
as narrated by local people. It also depicts the
heinous phenomenon of selling the captured
women that was a lucrative business for Daesh
forces.

Sattar Chamangoli: We were getting close to
finishing our work in the camp that this woman
made it to the camp during the last days of the
shooting. What has happened to her during
that long period of time seemed so horrible
and bitter. She was kidnapped by Daesh and a
number of middlemen, who made moneny in
this way, had asked her family a huge amount
of money in return for her freedom. It took us
nearly 24 hours to get the trust of this woman,
who was horrified and in a very critical

mental situation, to sit with
us for an interview. In the
end, after we assured her
that this movie won’t be
shownon TV, she covered
all her face and sat before
our camera.
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IranDocumentaryCinema

Enjoys Good Status

Seifollah Samadian: Establishment and regular
holding of the Cinéma Vérité Festivalis one of the
most beautiful things done in our country Iran.
Our country tackles global issues in a special
way, particularly due to our strategic status in
the region and the certain occurences that have
happened after the Islamic Revolution. These
have caused clear and hidden changes in news

coverage of our domestic events. All together,
theseissues have created enough reasons for Iran
to find a good status worldwide when it comes to
documentary cinema.I’m notsaying that we have
been so successful but I think the status reached
by the International Cinéma Vérité Festival until
now has been acceptable. Naturally from now on
weshould develop a more realistic viewpoint and

set the stage for screening of those movies that
we could have had in this festival. We don’t have
that much problem with technical issues since
our theaters have been recently equipped with
digital projectors. The only things left to address
are chaning our point of view toward the world
and the interaction that we can have with the
independent documentary cinema worldwide.
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AVital Historical Document

The Hollywood Reporter, Jordan Mintzer

An illuminating portrait of psychologically
damaged Iraq War veterans that works as both
a compelling network narrative and a vital
historical document.

Indeed, a large part of what makes Of Men
and War compelling is the way each character
manages to speak his mind so sincerely.
Some do it with a brand of street-wise
impassiveness, recounting horrific scenes
through the repeated use of “yo,” “bro,”

and “dude.” Others are so shook up but their
experiences, they only get a few words in
before slamming the table and abruptly going
out for a smoke break.
These are naturally gifted storytellers
who honed their skills in combat, and the
director, along with editors Isidore Bethel,
Sophie Brunet, and Charlotte Boigeol, shapes
years of discussions into a workable scenario
with several plotlines, each of them showing

the slow and steady progress -- or regress -- of
its hero.

Theresultis arather unforgettable experience,
even if it can sometimes feel stretched at
nearly 2 % hours. But when, after a lengthy
ellipsis, the filmmakers pick up their subjects
a certain while later, it becomes clear why it
took so long: There are certain traumas that
only time and treatment can heal, and others
that will never heal at all.
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Hitchcock/Truffaut
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Hitchcock/Truffaut Revisitsthe Masterof Suspense

Rolling Stone, Peter Travers

Youknow whatthis is? Nirvana formovie lovers. Film
historian Kent Jones, the director of the New York
Film Festival, triumphantly takes us back to 1962
when the young French filmmaker Francois Truffaut
worked up the nerve to ask Master of Suspense Alfred
Hitchcock to sit for an eight-day interview. We hear
Hitchcock’s voice on pristine audio tapes and see
photos (by Philippe Halsman) of the two men and
translator Helen Scott. What Truffaut wanted most
was to show the world that Hitchcock was an artist,

notjust a popular entertainer hellbent on making
audiences scream at things that go bump in the
night. The interviews resulted in a book Hitchcock/
Truffaut, that became a must for every film buff.

But, hey, that was 50 years ago. What does thathistoric
conversation have to say to a new generation? Glad
you asked. Jones has wisely and wittily selected
scenes from Hitchcock’s films to illustrate the points
being made. He’s also gathered contemporary
filmmakers to speak of Hitchcock’s influence on

them. What a treat to hear Martin Scorsese, Wes
Anderson, David Fincher, Olivier Assayas, Paul
Schrader, Peter Bogdanovich, Arnaud Desplechin,
James Gray, Kiyoshi Kurosawaand Richard Linklater
dig into the Hitchcock canon. Vertigoclearly had a
visceral impact on all involved. “It’s so perverted,”
says Fincher with a dirty laugh that suggests the
subversive layers that helped the movie topple Citizen
Kane from the top of Sight & Sound magazine’s all-
time-great-films poll.
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