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CINEMA VERITE Iran International Documentary Film Festival
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Doxport Section

AidaTadayon
aida.tadayon@gmail.com

Documentary films about sports,
simply named ‘Doxport’, as one the
special sections of the 8th Cinema
Verite film festval, have a long
history and high status in the world
cinema.Besides,itisnotonly limited
to famous figures’ portrait and
includes various subcategories;
from telling the story of sports
celebrities’ life to Norwegian
grandmothers’ volleyball team. Due
to many reasons, this genre has not
been that much welcome inIran and
wecannotexactlymentionadistinct,
standard production in this field.
In this year’s festival, the section of
‘Doxport’ was added amongtherest,
so we can imagine good prospects
for this field in the near future. The
currentlackismostlyduetoathletes,
especially of football players who
areresistant to be filmed in front of a
documentary filmmaker’s camera.
The result of the films, which were
supposed to tell partly the story of
personal and professional life of
sports figures, shows that we have
notreachedthedesirablepointyet.

Mehdi Mahdavikia

AliKarimi

AliParvin

While shootingadocumentary named ‘FromPersepolis
to Milan’, Amir Hossein Heydari suggested making
a documentary about Mahdavikia’s life. The football
player immediately accepted and conducting basic
research was started. The resultis a review of personal
and football life of Mehdi Mahdavikia from the past till
today. “It starts from from his childhood to the time he
wentto Europe”, thedirectorexplained.

He is an Iranian football player, especially one of the
most popular one among people. He's always been
an interesting subject close to the heart of journalists
because of his attitudes and personality. Even the
Blues (referring to Esteghlal F.C.) are interested in the
mysterious character of Mr. Magician (nickname for Al
Karimi). AliKalantari, thedirector, triestogetclosetohim
andcapture hispersonaland professional attitude.

In his recent documentary named ‘Sultan’, Maijid
Tavakoli explores the life of Ali Parvin, a well-known
Iranian football coach, from five different points of view,
including Parvinand Football, Parvinand Family, Parvin
and People, Parvin and Religious Beliefs, and finally
Parvin and Prejudice. This acclaimed documentary is
not allowed to be published due to some problematic
issues.

NasserHejazi

Nicknamed ‘The Legendary Goalkeeper’, the late
Nasser Hejazi has been one of the most popular players
of all time among Iranian people. Omid Mohammad-
Nejad was the one who found the chance to make a
documentary about this legendary athlete of Iran’s
football, named ‘Il Am Nasser Hejazi’. The crew made
an attempt to present a different portrait of Hejazi who
passedawayafewyearsagobecauseofcancer.
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