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Phenomena’s
Night

The review meeting

of the sixth day of the
Cinema Verite film
festival was held by
the presence of Sha-
hin Amin as film critic.
During these sittings,
six films were reviewed
including ‘It Is What

It is’, ‘Dream Knitters’,
‘Dance of Maize God'.
The latter’s director,
David Lebrun said that
coming to Cinema Ver-
ite festival has brought
him a unique, wonder-
ful experience.
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ol

Beautifully
Portrayed

Following the review
meeting of the sixth day
these films, including
‘Chenarestan’ by Hadi
Afarideh, ‘Atlan’ by
Moein Karimoddini and
‘Mr. Unemployed’ by
Ali Hamraz, were also
screened and then re-
viewed by the presence
of Shahpour Shahbazi
as film critic and also
the filmmakers. It was
said that the important
problem of today’s doc-
umentary cinema is lack
of interesting subjects.
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CINEMAVERITE Iran International Documentary Film Festival

\l

Defining New
Demands

Alireza Ghasemkhan has managed the
specialized workshops of Cinema Ver-
ite festival since last year. After many
years of experience in the field of di-
recting documentary and fiction films,
he has gained a practical view on pe-
ripheral programs, like holding work-
shops. According to Ghasemkhan,
the most significant fact about the
8th Cinema Verite festival is the vari-
ous kinds of specialty workshops. This
year’s workshops include the recent
topics of documentary filmmaking, in
order to provide an opportunity for
spectators to become more familiar
with global issues of the field.
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Iranian Talents
AreUnique

Mahmoud Kalari was born on
April 31, 1951 in Tehran, Iran.
He started his film career in
1984 as the cinematographer
of Frosty Roads (1985) for
which he won the Best Cine-
matography award at Tehran’s
Fajr International Film Festival.
He has shot more than 65 films
since then including some of
the most critically acclaimed
and talked about movies in
Iran and internationally. Kalari
was present in Felestin cinema
as one of the special guests of
this year’s festival. In an exclu-
sive interview, the acclaimed
cinematographer states that
watching documentaries s
one of the most interesting
mental recreations of his. In
Kalari’s view, documentary is
like an entrance to the world
of the unknowns, while it’s
quite exciting and that’s exact-
ly what he recognizes as the
most appealing part of it. Kala-
ri believes that in documenta-
ry cinema both filmmaker and
audience are in the process of
continuous discovery and this
kind of revealing sounds really
joyful.
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Iranian cinema
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AJourney to
lIran’sWildLife

Farshad Afshinpour studies different, important
species of Hamedan Province in ‘Journey to Am-
adai’. It took about 20 months this full-length
documentary to be made. The director claims
that he has captured the best existing footage
of Iran’s wild life in his documentary to this day.
When it comes to documentary, most people im-
mediately remember the documentaries about
wild life presented on different TV channels. This
kind of documentary attracts a wide range of au-
diences all around the world. In Iran, there are
also a handful of documentary filmmakers who
professionally work in this field and have made
some spectacular and remarkable works so far.
Afshinpour especially believes in his recent work
as a film which is comparable to its international
counterparts. According to his own words, Af-
shinpour wants to become a credible documen-

tary filmmaker of Iran.
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Passionfor
Knowledge

Mohamamd Reza Hafezi
tells the story of transfer-
ring a school to an impassi-
ble district in Lorestan Prov-
ince. He puts emphasis on
the Iranians’ tremendous ef-
fort to gain knowledge and
become literate. ‘Lir’ which
mean stone house presents
the efforts of a teacher who
decides to build a school

in a far village without any
facility.
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ABitter
Innocence

Nava Rezvani wanted to take
a step in order to save the lit-
tle girls of this country who
have no choice, unless to
get married at an early age,
through making a mid-length
documentary named ‘Dolls
Do Not Know’. It is actually

a universal problem which

is usually seen in less-devel-
oped countries. Rezvani tells
the story of children who
are suddenly forced into the
unknown world of marriage.
Experts states that cultural,
economic poverty and also
their ignorance can lead into
the early marriage of such
kids. The director believes
that these little girls have
not become that much ma-
ture to build a healthy rela-
tionship with their husbands
from different aspects.
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CINEMAVERITE Iran International Documentary Film Festival
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Useful Tips
& Strategies

The second session of EDN
specialty workshops was
held yesterday again by

the presence of Ove Rishoj
Jensen, film consultant and
EDN'’s expert. In this session,
Jansen talked on the subject
of key player of international
documentary markets. He
emphasized that filmmakers
should look for local pro-
ducers in case they want to
work abroad. Today, the last
session is held, focused on
the subject of how to reach
a plot for documentaries.
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