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Heddy Honigmann
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In Search
ofHuman Verite

AidaTadayon
aida.tadayon@gmail.com

Heddy Honigmann was born in
1951 in Lima, Peru, where she
studied biology and literature at the
University of Lima. She left Peru in
1973, traveled throughout Mexico,
Spain and France, and later studied
film at the Centro Sperimentale di
Cinematografia in Rome. Since
1978 she has been a Dutch citizen
and presently lives in Amsterdam,
although her filmmaking career
has taken her around the world. Her
filmography includes features,
documentaries, television drama
and short films. Yet it is not difficult
to find a common denominator in
the work of Heddy Honigmann.
A mixture of unfulfilled desires,
nostalgia and melancholy, referring
to aperson,aperiodinthe pastora
place. Both sad and delightful: a
bittersweet pain. Heddy Honigmann
does not have interviews in her
films, she has conversations. Great
personalinvolvementandinterestin
peopleisthepointofdepartureforall
herfilms.Shefocusesonindividuals
andthewaytheylivetheirlives.

Metaland Melancholy

Forever

Oblivion

This documentary is an offbeat "road movie" in which
acclaimed documentarian Heddy Honigmann travels
with, and thereby discovers the stories of, taxi drivers
in Lima. In the early 1990s, in response to Peru's
inflationary economy and a government destabilized
by corruption and Shining Path terrorism, many middle-
class professionals used their own cars to moonlight as
taxidriversinordertoweatherthefinancialcrisis.

Through a leisurely tour of the world-famous Pére-
Lachaise cemetery in Paris, the final resting place for
legendary writers, composers, painters and other
artists from around the world, FOREVER provides an
unusually poignant, emotionally powerful meditation
on relations between the living and the dead, and the
immortal power of art. Honigmann's own artistry is also
ondisplayhere,includingapoeticcinematicstyle.

The latest documentary from Heddy Honigmann
(Forever, Metal and Melancholy, O Amor Natural)
focuses on Peru's capital city of Lima, revealing its
startling contrasts of wealth and poverty, and how
many of its poorest citizens have survived decades
of economic crisis, terrorism and government
violence, denial of workers' rights, and political
corruption.

TheUndergroundOrchestra

It is a glorious documentary profile of musicians
who play on the sidewalks of Paris and in the Metro.
Filmmaker Heddy Honigmann illuminates the lives and
music of a ragtag group of international bohemians: an
Argentine pianist, Romanian father and son violinists,
a Venezuelan harpist, and singers from Mali and
Vietnam. Allare united by theirexperiences with political
repression.

Heddy Honigmann
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