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TheDayofAshura
iIntheFrame

AidaTadayon
aida.tadayon@gmail.com

Despite fictional film in which we
can see movies on the subject of
Ashura once in a while, Ashura
is one of the most important
subjects to be portrayed as films
in documentary cinema. Ashura
rituals take advantage of such
powerful, impressive elements,
including Hussainia, mourning
and euology for Imam Husayn
(peace be upon him). That’s why
we can see some documentaries
made about this great movement
yearly.Therearefivefilmsselected
to be displayed in the ‘Ashura’s
Image’ section of the Ath edition
of Cinema Verite International
Documentary film festival. Three
films, such as ‘Balakeshan’, ‘The
Marginal Short of aLong Text’ and
‘The Sign’ are focused on rituals
and ceremonies of mourning days
for Imam Husayn and its different
aspects have been studied.
While ‘Anybody’s Dream’ and
‘Defenders of Nubl and Zahra’
explore the other aspects of this
religiousritual.

APassionateWalk

‘The Marginal Short of a Long Text’ by Vahid Chavosh
tells the story of people —from different nations, with
different beliefs and languages — who love Imam
Husayn in the form of four episodes; the ones who shut
down their works in order to walk towards Karbala on
foot. The firstepisode is about a Christian physicist who
goes on pilgrimage for Imam Husayn. The 4th episode
showsthe eventsanddifficultiesof suchajourney.

Ashura’sRitualsin10BigCities

‘Balakeshan’ directed by Shahrouz Tavakol and
produced by Mona Zandi is actually a film of a
documentary series named ‘Unison’s Ritual’. Zandi
produced the series by concentrating on rituals and
eulogies of the Day of Ashura. Yunes Mogaddam,
Majid Barzegar, Mohsen Ostad-Ali, Farhad Varahram,
etc. are among the directors who have portrayed this
religiousritualindifferentcitiesoflran.

AnlranianSign,NotanlslamicOne

‘The Sign’ by Farzad Jafari is a documentary
concentrated on the Ashura’s mood and
atmosphere. Since long time ago, it's been a rite for
mourners’ groups to move with a few signs during
mourning for Imam Husayn. This film explores
artictic, historical and symbolic aspects of the
sign with regard to visual arts applied in that. Jafari
mentionsthat24 minutesofhisfilmwasremoved.

ImageofaHistorical Resistance

‘Anybody’s Dream’ directed by Abdolhamid
Ghadirian portrays different stages of making a
picture of Ashura. This painting shows the last
resistance of Imam Husayn (peace be upon him)in
Karbala. It took three months to draw this picture,
while it was being filmed by the camera until it got
finished. The director explains that this documentary
wasmadefocusingontheartist’slifestyle.

Ashura's Image
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