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Avini Award

CINEMAVERITE Iran International Documentary Film Festival
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Avini’sHeritage

AidaTadayon
aida.tadayon@gmail.com

After two decades, since Sayyid
Morteza Avini was martyred, differ-
ent aspects of his personal and pro-
fessional issues have always been un-
der discussion. There two dominant
aspects about his filmmaking’s style:
theoretical view on cinema and his
influence as filmmaker. In the past 21
years, many filmmakers commented
on Avini’s personality and ideology
from their own view. Avini Award is
intended to lead documentaries try-
ing to say something based on Avini’s
concerns. Mohammad Davoudi, the
Iranian well-known filmmaker, who
has made about 20 documentaries
so far, talks on Avini’s various view-
points. He believes that Avini’s per-
spectives have not been explained
appropriately yet. “So, everyone de-
fines him through their own way of
thinking”, Davoudi says. He also adds,
“While Shahid Avini’s perception
about revolution and his belief and
spiritual attitude towards different
subjects, such as the Holy Defence
and social justice made him different
from his counterparts.”

MeetingwithISIL—BeyondtheBorder

“An Arabian documentary filmmaker demands to
know ISIL (the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant)
directly. That's why he accepts their terms in order to
accompany them?”; this is the general line of Meeting
with ISIL’s subject which clearly convey its theme.
According to the film producer, the members of

cinematography team were all non-Iranians and the
director’'snamewasnotdeclaredforhissafety.

CloudstoCome—-TheStoryofaniInstitution

Mohammad Ali Farsi’s full-length documentary tells
the story of an Islamic-Cultural Center in Frankfurt,
Germany. Aprocess with many ups and downs gotover
bythe helpofaGermanMuslimandhisfollowers. Infact,
‘Clouds to Come'’ tells the story of the Shias who are in
Europe and tries to introduce the proper, humanistic

viewoflslamreligiontotheotherones.

Malekiyeh—TheStoryofinnocents’ Suffering

This short documentary is about a village located in
northern Syriawhere allits menwere burntinone night.
In‘Malekiyeh’ by Mohammad Bagher Shahin, alittle girl
tells that how her father, her brothers, uncles and also
her cousins got killed. Shahin says, “Little kids came to
me to tell their stories in front of my camera. | feared the

ISIL'sforcescomesagainandkilltheselittlekids”.

DefendersofNublandZahra—AGathering

Taha Foroutan presents the portrait of ‘Nubl’ and ‘Al-
Zahra’ the two cities in Syria surrounded by terrorist
groups more than a year. This mid-length film tells the
story of the people’s life in these cities. It is shown that
people have the least of facilities in order to keep on their
livings. The young Shia men have gathered together

spontaneouslyinordertodefendtheircities.

Avini Award
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