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FilmReview
Meetings

The review meeting of the
festival’s first day was held
by the presence of Shahin
Amin, the film critic. One
of the meetings was held
in the absence of Mehrzad
Danesh, as film critic. The
meeting was focused on re-
viewing “H20 Mx” by Jose
Cohen, Mexican director.
He mentioned water scar-
city as the main subject of
his film, the current issue in
his own country and other
metropolitan areas around
the world. ‘Kharabat’ by Ar-
ash Es’haghi and ‘The Con-
stitutional Hero’ by Mo-
hamoud Yarmohammdlou
were also reviewed yester-
day. Amin emphasized that
‘Kharabat’ studies various

sects fairly.
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" Film-Article
Workshops

The morning workshop of the
first day of the Cinema Verite
Festival was held yesterday.
The subject of this seminar
was focused on ‘Film-Article’
in the field of documenta-
ry film. Truls Lie, the veteran
documentary filmmaker from
Norway, was present as the
guest lecturer and introduced
Chris Marker’s works through
reviewing the artist’s remark-
able works.  The evening
workshop was also held on
the same subject, also accom-
panied by the presence of
Mohammad Reza Farzad this
time. Lie mentioned that some
films have expiration date be-
¥ cause of their content. “l made
a film in Gaza in which | used
= the bomb explosion sound
many times and gradually it
becomes clearer”, Lie said.
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CINEMAVERITE Iran International Documentary Film Festival
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ASpontaneous
Movement

Morteza Razzagh Karimi, the vice
president of DEFC Cultural Affairs
Section, was appointed about a
year ago. But first of all, he’s been
a documentary filmmaker. He has
even experienced making fictional
movies, while he has never forgot-
ten documentary filmmaking as his
main priority. The recent, admired
example of this includes the produc-
tion of ‘Memories for All Seasons’
documentary. “One of our tasks in
the Cultural Affairs section was to
organize the incomplete, unfinished
works and projects.
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Special Report

Documentary
Needs
Professionalism

Shahram Mokri is an Iranian film
director and writer whose film
‘Fish & Cat’ was shown at the
70th Venice Film Festival and
won the Special Orizzonti Award
for innovative content. In an ex-
clusive interview, Mokri claims
that he does not recognize him-
self as documentary filmmak-
er, despite the fact that he has
made two documentaries so far,
including ‘This is the Problem’
and ‘The Duck’. “In my view, an
independent documentary film
has sort of complexities and sub-
tleties that | cannot put myself
in that category by making only
two films in the genre”, Mokri ex-
plained. His other works include
‘Row, Cooked and Burnt’ (2010),
‘The Dragonfly Storm’ (2002)
and ‘Limit of Circle’ (2005).
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ALook at Sufismandilts

Dynasties

Arash Es’haghi’s ‘Kharabat’ is a full-length documentary
studying the active dynasties of Sufismin Iran. He believes
that the field of Sufism includes a wide range about which

one can make many movies and it is impossible to explore

-

-

allits aspects in one single documentary. The director, who >
graduated in Literature, used the subject in order to fulfill

his desire as well as presenting an acceptable, memorable
work in the field of scientific and basic research on Sufi
sect. Although he is satisfied with the result, he emphasiz-
es that making ‘Kharabt’ is not enough and there should
be more productions in the field. Es’haghi mentions it

took six years to produce the film due to its scattering and

diversity. His first documentary film named ‘Donkey’ was
awarded as Best Documentary in California Film Festival.
“In the beginning, | should remind you that documentary
film is not an encyclopedia in which there are answers to
all questions”, says Es’haghi. “I tried to bring the subject
into question, so that the audience becomes interested to

know more about it”, he adds.
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Lifevs.Death

‘Silent City’ retells the story of
a simple guard who makes a
mockery of death by his life-
style. It looks strange, but is
deeply simple and frank. There
is no escape for death in its
simplest meaning. Houshang
Mirzaei portrays the life of a
morgue guard who faces death
every day, while he adores life.
“He lives in a disappointing
place, but he ignores death to-
tally”, said the director.
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ADifferentStory

Reza Tofighjou presents the
story of making the world’s
largest soil carpet in Hormoz
Island from excavation to its
completion; through which
he portrays the romantic rela-
tionship between human and
soil. The director says, “In fact,
the carpet is only a simple rea-
son to explore this relation-
ship.” He also explains that Zar
is a kind of religious custom
in southern Iran, apparently
originating in Africa and is still
followed in some parts of Af-
rica in different ways. That’s
why | chose the name ‘Zar
of Soil’ for my documentary’,
says Tofighjou. In his view, the
relationship between human
and soil is a mysterious one to
think about; it can bring hu-
man silence and fascination.
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APromising
Start

Yesterday, the international
section of the 8th edition of
Cinema Verite Documentary
Film Festival was opened by
screening films from different
countries around the world.
The presence of international
guests and Iranian filmmak-
ers and audiences created a
warm, promising mood that
can bring hope for us and our
cinema in the field of docu-
mentary. Alison Lee, Celine
Carridroit, Aline Suter and Sa-
toru Ito talked on the festival
and their personal goals.
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