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ACollaborative
Effort

Mohamad Mehdi Tabatabei
Nejad, who is experiencing his
second presence as the secre-
tary of Cinema Verite festival,
tried to change the adminis-
trative structures, in order to
reach acceptable standards.
He says: “The efforts in such
festivals are mostly made by
the colleagues of festival’s sec-
retary and I'm responsible for
providing these explanations
as the spokesman of this com-
mittee.” The CEO of Documen-
tary and Experimental Film
Center (DEFC) also mentioned
some interesting points about
the improvements of the qual-
ity of this year’s festival. After
some years, again there is a
film market for documetary
works which is going to be
held alongside the specialty
workshops running by EDN.
"Cinem a Verite festival is a
home to offering of documen-
tary productions", he said.
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AChoicefor
theTruth

LOQMANKHALEDI

Member of the Selection
Committee of Short Docs Section

Among 413 films, we selected
the most suitable ones to be
shown in Cinema Verite festival
and what a difficult task it was.
We tried our best to set up an
impressive collection of
Iranian short documen-
taries which are wor-
thy of such a festival.
Among all these films,
we came across Wwith
some films that brought
tears of joy in our eyes
and made us believe in
documentary cinema more than
before. We had and still have
hopes that each audience, who
chooses a film theater, will meet
the truth more than reality.
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Irressistible Urge
toDocumentary

Ebrahim Mokhtari, born in
Babol 1947, is a well-known,
veteran filmmaker in the field
of social documentary. He be-
gan his career at the lIranian
television as assistant director
and then he established him-
self as one of the most prom-
inent documentary filmmakers
by directing documentaries for
the Iranian TV stations. In an
exclusive interview, he talks on
one of his remarkable works,
‘The Tenancy’, and other as-
pects of making documenta-
ries. “l made this documentary
on the presumption that my
audience is going to be present
at the heart of this work and |
felt that | should go to people
who are directly involved with
the crisis and hunt them at this
crisis point”, he explains.
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- Khan

tled National Commander, from his birth to the begin-

Hero’ has filmed the life ofSatTar

o

the art society. He says:
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Brave
Effort to Live

Atefeh Mehrabi in her film,
‘My Sister Mohaddeseh’ has
portrayed the life of a gymnast
champion who became hand-
icapped due to an accident.
Years have passed and now she
practices archery. This short
documentary is the story of will-
power. In other words, it’s about
an accident that could happen
to anyone, but each person has
his/her own way to face it.
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KindMelodies
ofaShepherdess

‘Wife Khadijeh and Her Flock’ is
the story of a woman who lives
in the middle of the woods and
is not willing to leave there, de-
spite the forestry’s insistence.
Amir Shokrgozar, the director,
says: “Khadijeh is a different
and strong person. She is a

‘woman who not only plays

 flute for her flock, but also for
everyone else. At the age of 75,
she is still taking care of her old
and feeble mother, an 85-year-
old brother-in-law and her son
who has lost his wife. She lives
in a way that everyone misses
her, although she is poor.” The
64-year-old documentary film-
maker (who is also a retired
woodsman) believes his work
is a poetic narrative of a wom-
an’s pure life.
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ANewWave
ofHope

In an exclusive interview with
Shirin Naderi, the head of Inter-
national Affair and Marketing of
DEFC, we talked about this year’s
programs in the section: from
holding EDN specialty work-
shop, the 4th edition of docu-
mentary film market to showing
high-quality works of documen-
tary cinema and the presence of
reputable, well-known interna-
tional filmmakers, experts and
producers in the festival. Naderi
believes this year we are meet-
ing a well-organized, qualified
festival.
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